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Dear Ones, 
 
When I left the house to head into my office this morning my 

grandchildren, Emerson (6) and Jillian (4) were laughing hysterically 
as they played with a large cardboard box. They’d been enjoying it for 
the last three hours (they are early risers) and show no signs of loosing 
interest! Kids and large carboard boxes are a recipe for delight. A lot 
of money is wasted on expensive plastic things for Christmas, 
destroying our environment and finances, when much simpler 
pleasures would go a lot further.  

As I write this December letter it is the day before 
Thanksgiving and there is just one Sunday between us and the 
beginning of Advent. Advent is the beginning of the church’s 
calendar. As a secular year winds down our church calendar begins 
with the remembering of Christ’s birth… such a risky proposition! 
The Christmas story is amazing. Every time we approach change with 
fear, we’d do well to remember the courageous trust that God has 
modeled for us. It takes my breath away when I think that God dared 
to pour the fullness of infinite love into a tiny human embryo in the 
body of brave young woman whose very life was endangered by her 
saying yes. Step by step God modeled strength in and through 
vulnerability. The young woman has a dangerous choice and she says 
yes. Her husband could follow tradition and have her stoned, but 
instead he loves and protects her… and protects the interloping child! 
A despot tries to murder the child, but the impoverished family is 
visited by wealthy strangers who provide kingly gifts in the nick of 
time… so fleeing to another land becomes possible and the child lives. 
Step by step, the impossible becomes possible and trust that makes no 
earthly sense is justified through the One Who holds all creation in a 
tender embrace.  

During Advent we are invited to dare new beginnings, 
empowered by God’s call to vulnerable trust. In this Advent season is 
our mental health, our financial health, or our physical health fragile? 
Perhaps this new year we can hear this danger as a call to lean into 
God’s loving arms… a call to be held and led, step by step.  
Jesus’ parents and then He, Himself, model for us a trust that goes 
beyond any fear or doubt… a way of leaning into unknowing by 
daring to experience oneself as beloved. God’s love has got us. Just as 
my little grandchildren know how to take delight in the emptiness of a 
large cardboard box, maybe adults can learn to delight in all the places 
that feel empty too. God has a way of filling us with love, providing  
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what is needed, just in the nick of time… maybe not soon enough to make us feel complacent, maybe not with a 
long enough view of the future to let us trundle along without trust, but, nevertheless, God has got us. As we 
approach Christmas, we remember Easter. In our lives of faith, there is no such thing as a dead end. The cross 
has proved that for us once and for all. NOTHING stops the love of God. Not even death… we are called in and 
through life, including every dark pain, to eternal life… eternal love.  

Christ’s live began so tenuously. The thread that bound Him to existence looked so fragile, but like the 
thread of love that weaves our hearts into the sacred work of God, it remains unbroken and weaving still.  

 
    In Christ’s Love, 
        

     Pastor Diane 
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DATES 

 
ACTIVITY 

 
TIME/LOCATION 

SAT Dec 1 Church Greening 
9:30 a.m.  
Sanctuary 

 
WEDNESDAYS Only  

  Thru Dec 5th 
 

 
Angel Tree Gift 

Registration 

 
9:30 a.m.—Noon 
Community Hall 

SUN Dec 2  
Angel Tree Gifts  

Available for Donors 
Selection 

Community Hall 

WED Dec 12 
Last day to deliver 

wrapped / unwrapped 
Angel Tree Gifts 

Community Hall 

SAT DEC 15 
Angel Tree Gift  

Distribution 

9:30 a.m.—2:00 p.m. 
Community Hall & 

Sanctuary 

MON DEC 16 
Food & Gift Dropoff 

For D.A.C. Christmas Party 
Sponsored by UCC Teens 

Community Hall 

MON DEC 17 Blue Christmas 
6:00 p.m. 
Sanctuary 

MON DEC 24 Christmas Eve Worship 
6:00 p.m. 
Sanctuary 
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There has been a hiccup this year.  

The teens usually get about 80% of the toys/gifts for the kids and women at the shelter. 
When I shared this with Sammie, she graciously offered to let us use the Angel Tree 
this year. The unfortunate part is that I am a little worried about getting the gifts in such 
a short amount of time.  

By the time you read this, there will be Angels on the tree with the age and sex of each 
child. We usually spend $20-25 per gift. We would also like to give (as we have every 
year for the last ten years) a gift card to Walmart for each woman in the shelter. This 
year we would love to be able to give them $20 each. If you would like to shop for one 
of the kids, please pick a child from the tree. $20 gift cards to Walmart for the women 
would be appreciated too. As would cash. You can write a check and drop it in the 
offering (make sure that the memo section says Teens in Action or DAC Party). 

We would also like to ask the congregation to bake/cook/assemble a veggie or fruit tray 
for the event. We will be feeding between 60 and 75 people.  The party is planned for 
December 17 and you can drop off food items on Sunday, December16, if suitable for 
the food you are sending. PLEASE let me know what you will be preparing, so that 
I can order or prepare what we need for the party.  

Also a gift card for Publix or Walmart to go towards the big subs and chicken fingers 
that we serve each year would help.  I am hoping that this will become a 
Congregational/Teen event instead of just the youth group. 

In a nutshell, here is what WE NEED: 

 Gift cards from Walmart ($20.00 preferred) 

 Toys for kids picked from the Angel Tree 

 Food to be served on Dec. 17 at the buffet/Santa party for the center 

 Gift card for Publix (to purchase food for the party) 

 

     Thank you for all you do! 

      Pam Hopper & the Teens 

December 17
th 

 
Sponsored by the UCC and Teens In Action 
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The Advent wreath, four candles on a wreath of evergreen, 
is shaped in a perfect circle to symbolize the eternity of 
God. In some churches, four purple candles, one for each 
week in Advent, are used with one larger white candle in 
the middle as the Christ candle. Other churches prefer 
three purple or blue candles with one candle being rose or 
pink, to represent joy. 

 
While the Advent wreath with its four candles did bring light to churches, it was not to illuminate the 
interior as much as to symbolize the coming of Christ. The Advent wreath began in the time of the 
Protestant reformer Martin Luther.  During each Sunday of the Advent season, we focus on one of the four 
virtues Jesus brings us. 

 
The First Sunday of Advent symbolizes Hope with the 
“Prophet’s Candle” reminding us that Jesus is coming. 
 
The Second Sunday of Advent symbolizes Love with the 
“Bethlehem Candle” reminding us of Mary and Joseph’s 
journey to Bethlehem. 
 
The Third Sunday of Advent symbolizes Joy with the 
“Shepherd’s Candle” reminding us of the Joy the world 
experienced at the coming birth of Jesus. 
 
The Fourth Sunday of Advent symbolizes Peace with the 
“Angel’s Candle” reminding us of the message of the angels: 
“Peace on Earth, Good Will...” 
 

  
 

 
The Christ candle is lit on Christmas Eve or Christmas Day 
reminding Christians that Jesus is the light of the world. The 
wreath continually reminds us of whom we are called to be as 
followers of Jesus purity and is lit on Christmas Eve or Christmas 
day.  The use of evergreens reminds us of our eternal life with 
Christ; pointy holly leaves and berries represents the crown of 
thorns from the Passion of Jesus and his Precious Blood; and pine 
cones symbolize Christ’s Resurrection. 
 

Christmas is not just one day, but a season of twelve days from sunset Christmas Eve (Dec. 24) 
through Epiphany (Jan. 6). The twelfth day of Christmas, Epiphany, an even more ancient Christian 
celebration than Christmas, originally focused on the nativity, God’s incarnation (God made flesh) in 
the birth of Jesus Christ and Christ’s baptism. Today, it commemorates the visiting of the Christ Child 
by the Magi (Wise Men) with their gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh. Gift giving in some cultures 
extends throughout the 12 days of Christmas; elsewhere, gift giving is limited to Christmas Eve or 
Christmas Day or Jan. 5 or 6. 

4 

THE FOUR WEEKS OF ADVENT 

THE CHRIST CANDLE  and WREATH 

THE CHRISTMAS SEASON 

http://www.umc.org/topics/topic-advent-and-christmas
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/introduction-to-christmas-season
http://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/glossary-epiphany
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 If I could recommend one spiritual discipline for the strengthening of our church and of our lives as 
individuals, it would be reading the One Year Bible. There are many other spiritual disciplines that are 
important, but in my experience, the One Year Bible, provides the perfect nudge to wading into those as 
well. I, honestly believe, that anyone who wishes to call themselves Christian absolutely MUST be willing 
to slog through the entire Bible. Why? That is simple; it is because as Christians we must be committed to, 
at the very least, doing as little harm as possible. And the Bible has been used for thousands of years as a 
weapon of exclusion, torture and even death. That is not an overstatement… just READ the Bible and see 
for yourself! Even before layers of interpretation were added, the literal words were used as an invitation 
to do harm. Just read! If you are not horrified by many passages of Scripture, you are not paying attention.  
 
 That probably does not sound like much of an invitation, does it? Would you rather ignore the Old 
Testament all together? The big reason we cannot is that Jesus quoted it, so we  know, He felt that 
understanding it was important. The entire community of His disciples and early followers were raised 
with the Old Testament as a guide and foundation for faith. As we begin Advent this year, we are 
reminded of prophets’ voices foretelling of the Savior to come. Why can we safely trust God’s power to 
find, lead and heal us? The answer is in the record of God’s faithfulness throughout the Scriptural 
testimony that begins in Genesis and wraps up (admittedly with some confusing pictures) in Revelation.  
  
 Scripture tells us that the Holy Spirit is the Spirit of Truth (John 16:13) and the devil is the “father of 
lies” (John 8:44). The best lies are those that use pieces of the truth to deceive us into false conclusions. 
Our Bible has been used in this way for generations. Little pieces of Scripture get teased out to stand alone 
and give false impressions that cannot mislead us if we know the WHOLE of God’s Truth. We are 
surrounded by fundamentalist Christians that use snippets to label, judge and condemn folks (particularly 
our LGBTQ friends and family). We need to be able to use the whole of God’s word to answer in ways 
that provide healing. We, at the New Smyrna Beach United Church of Christ ARE a “Bible believing 
Church”. However, to make and live this claim, it is imperative that we do, indeed, know our Bibles.  
  
 This doesn’t mean we blindly memorize chosen snippets that are handed to us. What it means is that, 
through reading, our hearts are touched by pieces of Scripture that bring us hope and joy. One of my 
favorites is from Psalm 143:8 “Let the morning bring me word of your unfailing love, for I have put my 
trust in you. Show me the way I should go, for to you I entrust my life.” Our lives, brushing up against 
lives of those who have gone before us in faith, are changed by Scripture.  
  
 And I know I’ve told you how Scripture, itself, has disabused me of the thought that the Bible can be 
taken literally. There are many examples. One is the contrasting proverbs that appear right next to each 
other: Proverbs 26:4-5, “Do not answer a fool according to his folly, or you yourself will be just like him. 
Answer a fool according to his folly, or he will be wise in his own eyes.”  And for folks who insist 
creation must have happened in seven literal days, we read, 2 Peter 3:8 “But do not ignore this one fact, 
beloved, that with the Lord one day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years are like one day.” Also, 
Psalm 90:4, “For a thousand years in your sight are like yesterday when it is past, or like a watch in the 
night.” God’s time and our time are, clearly, different.  
  
 My faith has grown most through the parts of the Bible that cause me to struggle. I invite you to try a 
little Scriptural struggling this year. I would love to have you come by for tea… or meet me for coffee and 
we can talk about where you are wrestling and where you have gained new insights. If you’d like me to 
order a One Year Bible for you this year, just say the word. As God has said through the prophet Isaiah 
55:11, “So shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; it shall not return to me empty, but it shall 
accomplish that which I purpose, and succeed in the thing for which I sent it.” Come and see! 

by Pastor Diane Langworthy 
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 ONE-YEAR BIBLE READING for DECEMBER 

December 1 
Daniel 8:1-27 
1 John 2:1-17 
Psalm 120:1-7 
Proverbs 28:25-26  
 
December 2 
Daniel 9:1-11:1 
1 John 2:18-3:6 
Psalm 121:1-8 
Proverbs 28:27-28  
 

December 3 

Daniel 11:2-35 
1 John 3:7-24 
Psalm 122:1-9 
Proverbs 29:1  
 
December 4 
Daniel 11:36-12:13 
1 John 4:1-21 
Psalm 123:1-4 
Proverbs 29:2-4  
 
December 5 
Hosea 1:1-3:5 
1 John 5:1-21 
Psalm 124:1-8 
Proverbs 29:5-8  
 
December 6 
Hosea 4:1-5:15 
2 John 1:1-13 
Psalm 125:1-5 
Proverbs 29:9-11 
 
December 7 
Hosea 6:1-9:17 
3 John 1:1-14 
Psalm 126:1-6 
Proverbs 29:12-14  
 
December 8  
Hosea 10:1-14:9 
Jude 1:1-25 
Psalm 127:1-5 
Proverbs 29:15-17  
 
December 9 
Joel 1:1-3:21 
Revelation 1:1-20 
Psalm 128:1-6 
Proverbs 29:18  
 
December  10 
Amos 1:1-3:15 
Revelation 2:1-17 
Psalm 129:1-8 
Proverbs 29:19-20  

December 11 
Amos 4:1-6:14 
Revelation 2:18-3:6 
Psalm 130:1-8 
Proverbs 29:21-22  
 

December 12 

Amos 7:1-9:15 
Revelation 3:7-22 
Psalm 131:1-3 
Proverbs 29:23  
 
December 13 
Obadiah 1:1-21 
Revelation 4:1-11 
Psalm 132:1-18 
Proverbs 29:24-25  
 
December 14 
Jonah 1:1-4-11 
Revelation 5:1-14 
Psalm 133:1-3 
Proverbs 29:26-27  
 
December 15 
Micah 1:1-4:13 
Revelation 6:1-17 
Psalm 134:1-3 
Proverbs 30:1-4 
 
December 16 
Micah 5:1-7:20 
Revelation 7:1-17 
Psalm 135:1-21 
Proverbs 30:5-6  
 
December 17 
Nahum 1:1-3:19 
Revelation 8:1-13 
Psalm 136:1-26 
Proverbs 30:7-9  
 
December 18 
Habakkuk 1:1-3:19 
Revelation 9:1-21 
Psalm 137:1-9 
Proverbs 30:10  
 
December 19 
Zephaniah 1:1-3:20 
Revelation 10:1-11 
Psalm 138:1-8 
Proverbs 30:11-14  
 
December 20 
Haggai 1:1-2:23 
Revelation 11:1-19 
Psalm 139:1-24 
Proverbs 30:15-16  
 

December 21 
Zechariah 1:1-21 
Revelation 12:1-17 
Psalm 140:1-13 
Proverbs 30:17  
 
December 22 
Zechariah 2:1-3:10 
Revelation 13:1-18 
Psalm 141:1-10 
Proverbs 30:18-20  
 
December 23 
Zechariah 4:1-5:11 
Revelation 14:1-20 
Psalm 142:1-7 
Proverbs 30:21-23  
 
December 24 
Zechariah 6:1-7:14 
Revelation 15:1-8 
Psalm 143:1-12 
Proverbs 30:24-28  
 
December 25 
Zechariah 8:1-23 
Revelation 16:1-21 
Psalm 144:1-15 
Proverbs 30:29-31  
 
December 26 
Zechariah 9:1-17 
Revelation 17:1-18 
Psalm 145:1-21 
Proverbs 30:32  
 
December 27 
Zechariah 10:1-11:17 
Revelation 18:1-24 
Psalm 146:1-10 
Proverbs 30:33  
 
December 28 
Zechariah 12:1-13:9 
Revelation 19:1-21 
Psalm 147:1-20 
Proverbs 31:1-7  
 
December 29 
Zechariah 14:1-21 
Revelation 20:1-15 
Psalm 148:1-14 
Proverbs 31:8-9  
 
December 30 
Malachi 1:1-2:17 
Revelation 21:1-27 
Psalm 149:1-9 
Proverbs 31:10-24  
 
December 31 
Malachi 3:1-4:6 
Revelation 22:1-21 
Psalm 150:1-6 
Proverbs 31:25-31 
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There are certain colors which are traditionally associated with Christmas...red, green, 
gold, white, blue. Most of these colors and their meanings come from the western/northern 
European traditions and customs, when Christmas is in the middle of winter and it's dark 
and cold. 

GREEN 
 

Evergreen plants, like Holly, Ivy & Mistletoe have been used for thousands of years to 
decorate and brighten up buildings during the long dark winter. They also reminded people 
that spring would come and that winter wouldn't last forever! The Romans would exchange 
evergreen branches during January as a sign of good luck. The ancient Egyptians used to 
bring palm branches into their houses during the mid winter festivals. In many parts of 
Europe during the middle ages, Paradise plays were performed, often on Christmas Eve. 
They told Bible stories to people who couldn't read. The 'Paradise Tree' in the garden of 
Eden in the play was normally a pine tree with red apples tied to it. Now the most common 
use of green at Christmas are Christmas Trees.  

RED 
 

An early use of red at Christmas were the apples on the paradise tree. They represented the 
fall of Adam in the plays. Red is also the color of Holly berries, which is said to represent 
the blood of Jesus when he died on the cross. Red is also the color of Bishops robes. These 
would have been worn by St. Nicholas and then also became Santa’s uniform! 

GOLD 
 

Gold is the color of the Sun and light - both very important in the dark winter. And both red 
and gold are the colors of fire that you need to keep you warm. Gold was also one of the 
presents brought to the baby Jesus by one of the wise men and traditionally it's the color 
used to show the star that the wise men followed. Silver is sometimes used instead of (or 
with) gold. But gold is a 'warmer' color. 
 
White is often associated with purity and peace in western cultures.  The snow of winter is 
also very white! White paper wafers were also sometimes used to decorate paradise trees. 
The wafers represented the bread eaten during Christian Communion or Mass, when 
Christians remember that Jesus died for them. White is used by most churches as the color 
of Christmas, when the altar is covered with a white cloth (in the Russian Orthodox Church 
Gold is used for Christmas). 

BLUE 
 

The color blue is often associated with Mary, the mother of Jesus.  In medieval times blue 
dye and paint was more expensive than gold! So it would only be worn by Royal families 
and very rich people. Mary was often painted wearing blue to show she was very 
important. Blue can also represent the color of the sky and heaven. During Advent, purple 
and sometimes blue is used in most churches for the color of the altar cloth (in the Russian 
Orthodox Church red is used for advent). 
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John Buchanan and Donnie Coleman, who spearhead UCC’s Hot Meals efforts, arranged 
a special fund raiser dinner on Saturday, Nov 17th, with the assistance of Judi Jodoin, Joe 
Elmo, and Joan Fritz.    
 

A delicious dinner was served with choice of entrees, a delectable fried Swai fish or a 
tasty meatloaf.  Entertainment by Michael T’s Oldies provided great dinner music and 
opportunity for dancing.  
 

Michael T. also organized his buddies from the Omega Gamma Delta, Alpha Chapter of 
Daytona Beach to greet guests and help serve dinners.  Michael and the Omega Gamma 
Delta fraternity  presented Sammie Hartwell with a huge offering of food for the Gifts of 
Love Food Pantry. 
 

Besides creating a fun and entertaining time for all who attended, they raised $420 which 
will be used for Christmas Dinner for Hot Meals sponsored by our UCC team. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
UCC’s ministry also serves at the Community Hot Meals Program every fourth Monday 
of each month at the First United Methodist Church, Hollister Hall, on Douglas and 
Palmetto.   
 

All are welcome to join with John and Donnie for this cause to help feed and comfort 
those less fortunate. 

Event Photos by Ronnie Sciullo 
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COUNCIL 
O 
R 
N 
E 
R 

Fall Congregational Meeting 

November 4, 2018 

Sammie Hartwell, Moderator, welcomed 

the congregation and called the meeting to 

order at 11:18a.m.  Ronnie Sciullo, 

Council Secretary, confirmed a quorum 

was present.   

 

A motion was made and unanimously 

passed to dispense with reading of the 

minutes of previous meetings. 

(Hinson/Babe). 

 

Sammie explained the purpose of the 

meeting and introduced Diane Babe, chair 

of the nominations committee.  Diane 

presented the Nominating Committee 

recommendations.  Sammie noted that 

there was one correction – Vern 

Whittenburg is unable to fulfill the 

obligations of Worship Chair. 

 

Sammie asked for a motion to accept the 

slate as presented and indicated that 

discussion would follow that motion.  

(Spencer/Signoretti). 

 

Sammie opened the floor for 

discussion/questions.  Judy Ebert asked if 

it was still appropriate to approve the slate 

of nominees even though the Worship 

Chair position was not filled.  Sammie 

indicated that it was. And asked if there 

were any nominations from the floor. 

 

There being no nominations or further 

questions from the floor, Sammie asked 

for a vote for the slate of nominees as 

submitted by the Nominating Committee 

with the one noted exception.  The slate 

was accepted by majority vote with 3 

abstentions noted. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 11:35 a.m.  
Respectfully submitted by Ronnie Sciullo 

 

 

 

 

Moderator Sammie Hartwell 
 
Vice-Moderator  Debby Hughes 
 
Council Secretary Ronnie Sciullo 
 
Christian Ed Alice Lewis 
 
Membership Liz Incardone 
 
Outreach   Gerie Spencer 
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COUNCIL 
O 
R 
N 
E 
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Worship Minutes continued... 
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Photo by Diane Williams 
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Well imagine during coffee hour someone cuts themselves or during service someone 
stands up and falls down and is unresponsive --WHAT EVER COULD WE DO TO 
HELP! 
 
This is an introduction to our emergency first aid kits and AED (Automated External 
Defibrillator). I will tell you where they are so you can look next time you are at church.  
If we move them (we do not anticipate this now) we will advise: 
 

 First aid kit in the kitchen is located on wall to left of door as you enter. 
 Blue canvas bag is located under pulpit in sanctuary. It can be brought down 

from the altar if needed.   
 Calling 911 – If necessary, someone should call 911. 
 AED on wall by door to office in Fellowship Hall -- it is self-explanatory. 

  
Now for our survey results:   
 

 We had 22 responses to the survey, which the Membership Committee felt was a 
fair representation for our total church membership. 

 The most wanted services were “transportation to doctor's appointment and other 
medical tests.”   

 Other services that were wanted were “visitation” and there were 3 requests for 
“brief respite assistance 2-3 hours” 

         
THESE SERVCES ARE AVAILABLE TO MEMBERS 

JUST CALL or TEXT Charlotte at 386-679-2939 
 

 In terms of health programs, both quarterly and annual health programs were 
desired equally. We will plan some quarterly programs in our church and we will 
make everyone aware of local programs with various vendors/topics. The most 
requested topics were Cardiac, High Blood Pressure and Diabetes with 10 each.  
Also alternative health care, strengthening exercise and health maintenance were 
also requested. 

 
Anyone interested in helping with driving or visitation, please contact Charlotte Hinson. 

By Charlotte Hinson 
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 We have been extremely busy this month! We were able to pass out 600 flyers all over town for the 
annual Thanksgiving Day dinner at our Hot Meals site, the First Methodist Church on Palmetto Street. 
Our church, led by Teen leader Pam Hopper, has been in charge of publicity for at least 15 years and we 
hope you all saw the advertisements all over town! 

 We had a bake sale Teen Sunday and got a start on our plans for our annual Christmas party at a 
local domestic abuse shelter. The bake sale brought in $100. 

 The UCC Teen Retreat at Camp Winona was a success, according to our teens who were able to go. 
The theme of the retreat was ‘For a Time Such as This’.  I want to thank Tony Michels for driving and for 
being one of the male chaperones for the weekend. Also, thank you to Noah’s parents and Pam’s husband, 
George for transportation to and from the retreat. OF course, Tony also drove and again, Tony, thanks for 
giving up your weekend for us! He was an awesome chaperone and also enjoyed himself. 

 David, Tony, Noah, Ella and Carly were all able to go and here are a few words about their fun at the 
retreat! Their favorite activity was the Ropes course – the kids climbed about 40 feet up and then fell 
backwards to the ground (of course, they were harnessed) Ziplining was also fun for some and hurtful for 
others (the harness goes around the groin area, I WILL SAY NOR MORE!) Kayaking was great and 
David was especially grateful to be breathing oxygen after his experience ziplining! (Ask him!!!) 

Here are some of their thoughts, in their own words.  

“Everyone you met was a friend – it was nice to be with all UCC kids, because you knew 
before you went that everyone was accepting and no one was judgmental!” 

“We liked how every night Neal would play music and we loved his very BAD jokes! His 
songs were BAD too, but for some reason we liked them! We also liked how Neal brought 
all the teens together that first night. So by the next morning, we were all friends!” 

“I loved the challenge of the ropes course.” 

“I loved hanging out with the UCC teens from around our area.” 

The theme of the weekend was “A Time Such as This”. Here is our Teens’ version of 
Esther’s story, based on the book of Esther… NOTE: This is in the teens words.   

“The story is about Esther, a peasant who was brought up by her Uncle Mordecai. They 
were Jews. 

At this time, King Xerxes wanted to show off his wife, by having her brought before a 
gathering. His wife refused and he got upset. He disowned her as his wife and banished her 
from the castle. So King Xerxes was like “Hey! I want my kings men to go out over ALL the 
land and find the prettiest virgin in the land!” 

Mordecai convinced Esther to become what the King wanted, but NOT to let him know they 
were Jews. 

The King sees Esther and falls madly in love. So they lived a happy life. Esther did not have 
much contact with her Uncle during this time. 

After a while, Mordecai heard some men plotting against the King to kill him. “Let’s can the 
King and give him the old one-two, lights out!” 

Teens In Action News continued... 

by Pam Hopper 
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Haman says “Hey, that’s not cool….I’m gonna hang you now!” So, he had the gallows built 
right next to his house. He gets with the King and then convinces him to kill ALL the Jews. Once 
again, Mordecai gets word to Esther. Esther was afraid to go before the King and Esther asked 
her uncle why she was put in this place. He told her, “You were put here “for a time such as 
this.” 

So then Esther invited the King and Haman to dinner. 

The King meanwhile had been talking to one of his servants and was reminded about how 
Mordecai saved his life.  
 
SO the King asks Haman what he should do to honor someone highly. Haman (being very 
conceited) thought the King was talking about him (Haman)! He said, “You should put a robe 
and a crown on him and ride him through the town, led on the best horse in the kingdom!” 

At the next dinner, the King had said he would give Esther anything she wanted, even half of his 
kingdom. This is when she asks the King to spare her life and all the lives of the Jews. This was 
the first time she admitted to being a Jew. 

The King decided not to kill the Jews and to hang Haman instead!” 

 Esther was put in that place at that time by God and perhaps if you are reading this, you have 
been put on Earth FOR A TIME SUCH AS THIS!!!!! 

 My love and appreciation goes out to all of you. 

Pam Hopper 
386-426-6884 

pakawahoschool@gmail.com 

Teens In Action News continued... 
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COLORING ART OF BIBLE BLESSINGS 

18 18 



The United Voice, December 2018, UCCNSB 19  

CHILDREN’S COLORING PAGE 
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CARING FOR EACH OTHER                                                                         
 
CARD MINISTRY—To request a get well, sympathy or thinking of you card be sent contact 
Charlotte Hinson at chinson2513@aol.com or 386-679-2939.  
  
NEED TRANSPORTATION ASSISTANCE? - contact Doreen Massin at 347-556-8661  
 
A SPECIAL PRAYER REQUEST? - contact Gerie Spencer at jspencer7@cfl.rr.com to get 
your request on the  UCC Prayer Chain. 
 
WANT TO MAKE A MONETARY GIFT TO THE CHURCH? - contact Gary Smith at (610) 613-
5886.  
 
CONTACT THE PASTOR and/or the CHURCH OFFICE - 

To inform the church about an illness, surgery, or hospitalization,  
contact Pastor Diane on her cell (386) 847-0883 or the Church Office at (386) 428-2352. 
 

 To receive home-bound communion or pastoral visit,  
 contact Pastor Diane on her cell (386) 847-0883 or the Church Office at (386) 428-2352. 

 
 To arrange for a baptism, wedding ceremony, renewal of vows, or memorials,  
 contact Pastor Diane on her cell (386) 847-0883 or the Church Office at (386) 428-2352. 
 
Pastor Contact Info: 

 Rev. Dr. Diane Langworthy   
 Cell: (386) 847-0883 
 Email: mytoadhill@hotmail.com 
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12/7 
12/12 
12/17 
12/19 
12/19 
12/19 
12/29 
12/29 

Greg Young 
William Peterson 
Sandra McKinnon 
Michelle Lamoia 
Ella Michels 
Mary Ziegenfus 
Sue Broman 
Gloria Brown 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

BIRTHDAYS 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 



The United Voice, December 2018, UCCNSB 21 

WE CARE  
PRAYERS FOR PEACE AND HEALING 

 
Tylena Williams, 1320 Hand Ave., Lot #73. Ormond Beach, FL 32174  
George Hopper, PO Box 352, Edgewater, FL 32132  
Jackie Calvert, 711 Aldenwood Trail, New Smyrna Beach, FL 32168  
Cindy Carlin, 1310 Palmetto St., New Smyrna Beach, FL  32168  
Oliver Chiapco, 1703 Frogs Leap Ct., Port Orange, FL  32128  
Lyn Helppie, 11102 Lymestone Ct., New Smyrna Beach, FL  32168  
Maynard Kern, 830 E 22nd Ave, New Smyrna Beach, FL  32169  
Germaine Lambert, 2031 Porto Blvd, New Smyrna Beach, FL  32168  
Judy Lawson, 101 N. Riverside Dr., #310, New Smyrna Beach, FL  32168  
Debbie Smith, Port Orange Rehab Center, Rm 171, 5600 Victoria Gardens Blvd, Port Orange, FL 32128 

 
We remember all caregivers as well!  

People who are touched by illness, deaths,  
hospitalizations & shut-ins are  listed here monthly 

SUBMISSIONS FOR THE VOICE 
 

Please submit your articles  
ON or BEFORE the 23rd of each month  

via email to doreenmassin@aol.com 
 

Preferred formats are attachments using  
Word (.doc) or simple text (.txt) files. 

We can also copy & paste from the body of an email. 
 

Doreen Massin, Content Coordinator, 347-556-8661 
Ronnie Sciullo, Editor, 386-299-3837 
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We are an Open and Affirming Church. We welcome all into the full life and ministries of 
the church irrespective of race, gender, age, creed, sexual orientation, gender identity 

and expression, socio-economic status, and mental and physical disabilities.  We 
celebrate the image of God in every person. 

 

Our mission is to do justice, seek peace, and love all as Christ loves. 

Sunday Worship Service at 10:00 a.m.  
Youth Sunday School at 10:00 a.m. 
service  (Nursery available) 

 

Communion is celebrated every 
Sunday 

 

Bible Study Sunday 9:00 a.m.  
Conference Room in Community Hall 

 

Prayer Group Monday 4:00-5:00 p.m.  
Pastor’s Office  
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