
                     
  PASTOR’S MESSAGE 

 

Dear Ones, 
 

Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and Easter…. 
A head spinning progression from joy to horror and sorrow and back 
to joy. This is a walk we take every year. The thing is, every year that 
we take it we KNOW Easter is coming. We don’t “pretend” Jesus just 
died every Good Friday and prepare for His death every Maundy 
Thursday, but we do think about these things with the sure knowledge 
that our God is alive and moving in and through us every moment. 
When we reflect on Jesus’ suffering and death it is easier to 
understand that He is with us in our suffering as surely as He was 
fully present for His own experiences of arrest, ridicule, abandonment 
and in letting go of this life. There is never a time, place, mistake, 
despair, confusion or difficulty in which our Savior leaves us bereft of 
the Spirit.  

 
 Tyler Lynch who spoke during worship this Palm Sunday did 

a powerful job of reminding us of Christ’s power to reach and save no 
matter how serious, sad, dangerous or soul-destroying our present or 
past choices have been. Tyler knows a risen, able Savior Who is able 
to lead him in recovery each and every moment of every day. Tyler 
says he is “allergic” to mood altering substances because they make 
him “break out in felonies”. Tyler is a funny and dynamic speaker, but 
the power of God to save and hold in healing is no joke... it is the life 
blood that flows through Tyler’s life. And as Tyler so wisely named, 
there are any number of addictions that can threaten to control, even 
destroy us. We can be addicted to approval, shopping, porn, judging 
others… the list is, sadly, endless… but so, is our God’s power to 
reach and save.  

 
 And key to our recovery, our living fully as a servant of our 
risen Savior is just that… serving. We need to submit… hand over 
everything to God. We can not “reserve” certain behaviors, choices, 
possessions… all that we are and all that we have must be handed 
over to God so God can make the best possible use of our resources 
and gifts. Surprisingly, the better we get at handing over all things to 
God… our bad tempers, our impatience, our perfectionism, our 
frenetic schedules, etc, etc…. the more we hand this over the more 
full of possibility and peace we become. God CAN make a difference  
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Pastor’s Message continued…  
 
even in us! But we have to be ready to serve without strings. We serve a risen Savior Who saves us every 
minute of every day so if we have a chance to help others we do that, for God not for praise or hope of return.  

 
The thing is, this submitting and serving business which can sound hard is actually the path of greatest 

joy because God IS faithful. God IS able. And it turns out to be easier and more fun than resisting and trying to 
wrestle our own lives into shape.  

 
One example is the prayers… those thoughts and prayers… that we have been “sending up” (like 

helium balloons??) every time there has been a horrific shooting. Have you been worried about how we could 
ever turn things around and get assault weapons, designed for war, out of civilian hands?  God does hear our 
cries and if we are willing to put our bodies where our prayers are… God uses this service. Young people of 
courage have stepped up and articulately led a march of hope and persuasion. A march that was for much 
more than one day… our marching together has become a movement and God’s servants of all ages are 
working, serving together.  

 
In our little church we saw the effect of servants responding to God’s call to action… the answer to 

prayer. Folks helped organize the march, took pictures, organized poster making, made and carried posters and 
SPOKE UP. Folks offered musical gifts. People gathering gifts… whatever it took… people stepping up. At the 
last minute I had a 90 year old relative who lives in Vero Beach and was rushed to the hospital. His daughter 
jumped in the car to get there but she was driving from Atlanta. The situation seemed critical and we didn’t want 
him to be alone. It felt like God was nudging my heart to be there for him, but I was scheduled to talk at the 
rally… what could I do?? God nudged my heart and I called Joyce Riddle who immediately said yes to speaking 
in my place… not only that, she had already written something that would be perfect to share! All this happened 
two short hours before I was supposed to be at the rally!  How likely was it that all these pieces would fall into 
place? Well it turns out that this is what God can achieve when we had over all that we are.  

 
This brings us to another service need. You saw our children waving palm branches this Sunday as they 

marched around the church. You see how precious they are, eager to share and be with us. But they have to 
LEARN more to grow in faith. They need to learn Bible stories, they need to know how to pray, to learn more 
about what we are doing in worship and what a difference Jesus makes in the choices we make… in how we 
choose to live. And that means WE need to teach them. If you have not yet volunteered to teach our precious 
little ones, please volunteer. We will place compatible partners together for teaching (for safety reasons we 
always have at least two adults) but we need folks to step up and volunteer. You don’t need to do it every 
Sunday, but you need to do it SOME Sundays.  

 
Did you see the Sunday when it was time to send the kids to Sunday school and Cecelia McKinney and 

Bev Plant got up to lead them over to their lesson… two teachers well into their 80’s!!!! I believe God has some 
relief planned for these faithful women who have been stepping up for our kids. You WILL receive gifts you can 
not imagine if you answer God’s call to teach. We all want more children in worship… I will tell you a secret… 
that actually starts with more teachers… if you teach them they will come! 

 
 

 
In Christ’s Love, 

 
Pastor Diane 
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COUNCIL MINUTES 
March 21, 2018 

 
Present:  Moderator Sammie Hartwell, Fran Baker, George Smith, Cindy Casey, Gary Smith, Cecelia McKinney, 
Doreen Massin, Vern Whittenburg, Gerie Spencer, Rev. Diane Langworthy 
 
Absent:  Diane Babe 
 
The meeting was opened with prayer by Rev. Diane. 
 
Pastor’s Report:  Rev. Diane is very concerned regarding our lack of teachers and teacher aides.  She is 
working with Cecelia to get volunteers for our Christian Education program.   She reported she and the 
Moderator met with the New Smyrna Police Chief Coffin regarding Safety here at our church.  A pamphlet was 
distributed with suggestions.  No urgent concern here however George, Gary, Rev. Diane and Sammie will meet 
to discuss what precautions we might take.  Ushers being alert and member awareness are key to safety.  
 
Moderator’s Report:  Next month our Council Report Packet will be sent electronically.  Council members 
should email reports to the Church Administrator by Monday morning.   
 
Old Business:  Vern will get a crew together to move the pews out of the Choir area and replace with chairs by 
Palm Sunday. 
 
New Business:  A motion was made that our Tax Exemption is to be used for church functions only. Motion 
Vern/Gerie Unanimously passed. 
 
Finance:  Gary reported the Finance Committee recommends the Finance Office be moved to the present 
Conference room and the Conference Room be moved into the Meditation Room.  This will decrease the back 
and forth that presently exists between the church office and Finance office.  It will also free the present Finance 
office for small space rentals and changing room for weddings etc. Motion by Vern/ Cecelia.  Motion passed.  
Gary is looking for 2 new members on the Finance Committee.  They are considering moving accounting 
services in-house. 
 
Christian Education:  Cecelia very concerned about lack of volunteer teachers.   Diane will work with her on 
this.  Also check if Teens could assist volunteer. 
 
Membership:  Doreen announced the Community Concert group will have a concert here on Saturday, April 
21st, at 7 PM. 
 
ONA:  Cindy said the movie “Darius Goes West” was well received with very few attending.  Our next Open and 
Affirming meeting will be Wednesday, March 28th at 7PM 
 
Worship:  There will be a Maundy Thursday worship and pot luck in Community Hall at 6PM on March 29.  The 
Good Friday service will be at 6PM on March 30th. Palms branches will be handed out by the ushers on Palm 
Sunday. 
 
Thrift Store:  Fran is excited to have 5 new volunteers working in the thrift store.  We are doing a great job.  We 
have gone beyond the weekly goal she had set. April 6, 7, and 8 will be our next Bag Sale.  She is sending out 
emails regarding sales and pertinent information to our regular customers.  Fran has gotten new fill for in and 
around the thrift store and shed.  It looks great. 
 
Property:  George has one quote for $2400 plus $475 to remove and grind the stump of dying tree by the shed.  
He will get more estimates including one for a trim rather than removal.  The office door is to be repaired.  Our 
church sign would cost $7 to $8K to replace.  It may be repairable for $2700.   
 

Gerie Spencer, Scribe 



 

Worship Committee Minutes 
March 7, 2018 meeting 
 
PRESENT: Chair Vern Whittenburg, Vice chair Greg Young, Pastor Diane Langworthy, Sammie Hartwell, Cindy 
Gardner, Debbie Young, Debbie Jackson, Gerie Spencer, Marilyn Bader and Cindy Casey. 
 
Meeting opened by Chair Vern Whittenburg at 6 p.m. with prayer by Pastor Diane. 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
Gerie Spencer confirmed that she would speak at the Sunday, March 11, worship service about One Great Hour 
of Sharing. Materials have been received from UCC. Envelopes will be inserted in the March 11 bulletin. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
EASTER LILIES: After some discussion about buying lilies as we have done in the past with members signing 
up for a plant for a certain cost, the committee agreed we should try a suggestion by Pastor Diane. This year we 
suggest members buy their own Easter plants and bring them to church on Saturday (March 31) to decorate the 
chancel before Easter Sunday (April 1). Those who want to bring their own plant can have their name listed with 
a loved-one’s name for whom the plant is presented in remembrance. Members will be asked to only bring 
plants and flowers that don’t have a strong fragrance such as tulips, azaleas and daffodils.  The church will be 
open, with members of the Worship Committee present, from 10 a.m. to noon to accept the flowers and 
decorate the chancel. 

HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE 
Palm Sunday: Children will march around the church waving palms as the choir sings Hosanna. Special 
speaker, Tyler Lynch, a counselor from Serenity Springs, will talk to us about Serenity Springs in Edgewater and 
how he came to be a counselor there. 
 
Maundy Thursday: 6 p.m. potluck dinner with dramatic performance by Joyce Pearce-Riddel’s small group and 
Pastor Diane’s reading of the Last Supper with the children helping with their “favorite” parts. Following the 
readings, Worship Committee members will go over to the sanctuary to prepare it for Good Friday service. 
 
Good Friday: Service is at 6 p.m. Pastor Diane said it would be short. Debbie Jackson will perform as a mime. 
Worship committee members would be back on Saturday to help decorate the sanctuary for Easter Sunday. 
 
Easter service: We will decorate our tall white cross again with flowers. Greg Young will wrap it in chicken wire. 
Vern will talk to John Buchanan and Donnie Coleman about buying the cut flowers as they have in the past to 
distribute to members Sunday morning as they enter church. Usher will instruct members to take a flower and 
add it to the cross in the front of the church and then take their seats. Special music will include two songs 
performed by the choir, one by John Buchanan and a mime performance by Debbie Jackson. 
 
COMMUNION LINENS 
Vern will send an email seeking someone to handle cleaning the Communion linens and ensuring they are 
pressed, folded and returned to the sanctuary on a regular basis. It is preferred we use the embroidered linens 
for Communion. The plain white ones are to be used when the others are not available. 
 
CHANCEL PEWS 
The pews on the chancel will be replaced before Palm Sunday service by the blue cloth chairs we already own. 
We will replace most of the folding chairs in the old choir room with the old pews and move folding chair to 
closet in classroom hallway in Community Hall.  

OTHER BUSINESS 
David Westcott, who has been a member of our church since retiring as a UCC minister, has come out of 
retirement and will be installed Sunday, May 6, as pastor at UCC First Congregational Church in Orange City.  

Worship Committee Minutes continued... 
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Worship Committee Minutes continued... 
 
Pastor Diane will speak at his installation. Vern will step in to lead our worship service on May 6 for Pastor 
Diane. 

Special Worship/Wedding Service, May 20. The congregation will share in a special worship/wedding service on 
Sunday, May 20, performed by Pastor Diane for Carrie and Mike. 
 
Next meeting is Wednesday, April 4, at 6 p.m. 
Vern adjourned the meeting with prayer at 7:35 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted by 
Cindy Casey 
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Membership Minutes 
March 3, 2018 

 
Attendees:  Doreen Massin, Sammie Hartwell, Charlot te Hinson, Diane Langworthy 
Also Present: Linda Bishop 

 
1.  Membership discussed several up-coming events:  
 
 Alice Ott Mystery Show on March 3 rd @ 5pm in Sanctuary 
  
 SEV Community Choir Concert on April 21 @ 7pm in Sa nctuary. The  program is FREE with a 
 Love Offering  
  
 “While Salem Burns” Theater Performance to be schedu led in August in Sanctuary.  Linda Bishop 
 has written a 2-hour play based on the Salem Witch Trials, to be will be performed FREE with a LOVE 
 OFFERING.   
 
 Game-Night (Summer) Possible event. More details to follow. 
 
2. UCC T-Shirts: Love Knows No Limits T-Shirts in both purple and black are available in sizes small, medium, 
large, XL and 2X.  Anyone wishing to purchase a shirt should contact Doreen or Ronnie in the church office.  
 
3.  Small groups:  Pastor Diane’s study discussion “Why We Read The Bible” is underway. 
 
4. Thinking of You Card Ministry:  Charlotte Hinson has taken over from Sandi Blackmer 
 
5.  Council Members & Staff Directory:  Doreen is up-dating. 
 
6.  Next meeting is scheduled for April 7 (Saturday ) 9:30am 
 

 
FL UCC WOMEN’S CONFERENCE 
     
The theme for this year’s Florida United Church of Christ Conference is “Planting Seeds.”  During the 
conference we will “plant seeds” as we explore ideas for expanding the activities and actions we are offering in 
our churches throughout the state.  A few of the planned presentation topics are:  Community Justice Action, 
Storytelling and White Consciousness.  There will be time at the conference for socializing, recognition and 
celebration of Lay Woman of the Year, meal sharing, friendship building and fun! 
  
The mission study topic for 2018-2019, Haiti, will be introduced.  The guest speaker will be from the Be Like Brit 
Foundation, Inc.  The foundation’s mission:  Our commitment is to continue the compassion of Britney Gengel 
by serving the children of Haiti through sustaining a safe, nurturing home rooted in the virtues of Faith, Hope 
and Love while developing a sense of social responsibility, community involvement and unconditional 
love.  Service project donations will be collected for the foundation. 
  
All Florida UCC women are welcome to attend the conference.  The conference is scheduled for May 4 – 6, at 
Chateau Elan in Sebring, Florida.  For registration  information please go to www.uccwomen.org   If you have 
questions contact Gerie Spencer at 423-4143. 
  
Gerie Spencer 
St Johns Representative  
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Dusty Miller brings new book to life for UCCNSB aud ience 

 
UCCNSB’s Dusty Miller, an internationally published author and speaker, brought her Alice Ott mystery series to 
life March 3 in a dramatic reading of selections from her new book, Danger Under Ground. 
 
The skits starred Gerie Spencer as Alice Ott, and Gary Broughman as Alice’s long-time love Gerard, with 
Maureen Marcotte, Charlotte Hinson, Linda Bishop, Helen Cummins Broughman and Warren Gavil. 
 
The entire cast had a great time acting out the selections Dusty prepared for the performance. Dusty, who joked 
that writing mystery novels is much easier than writing a screenplay, said she will probably do something similar 
when she and wife Dorothy Cresswell return home to Massachusetts. 
 
Following the skits, Dusty spoke briefly about her adventures as a mystery writer. A book signing followed with a 
cookies-and-questions reception. 
 
The Alice Ott mystery series: includes: Danger In the Air (White River Press), Danger At the Gates (Levellers 
Press) and Danger Under Ground (Levellers Press). You can order the books at Amazon, Kindle, Nook, or ask 
your local library to order copies of Dusty books!  If you prefer to order an eBook, order through Dusty’s website 
at dustyjmiller.com. 
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On Teen Sunday in March, we had a Dine Out Raffle and I am happy to report that some of our church family 
and friends were winners! Although we had hoped for more of a profit, we were able to pay for one of our teens 
to go on our mission trip. Teen Sunday was a blur for yours truly, since I had flown in from California, late 
Saturday night. But, as always when I am not up to par, Pam and our teens rallied around me and I once again, 
felt the loving support. Also, thanks to my friend (George Smith!) for once again reminding me about the acolyte 
at the end of the service. Charlie and Tony Snyder also remind me a lot! I NEVER remember that, since that is 
something I never did as a teen here. 
 
We are planning a few more fund raisers… maybe a dinner/ car wash. Although the time is getting closer and 
closer. Also, we are still looking for an adult female helper for Pam, since all of our teen girls are able to go this 
year! 
 
For our meeting before the March for our Lives, we worked on signs and ribbons for the march Saturday 
morning. While most of our teens are unable to be at the march because they will be out of town, I will be taking 
the ones who can make it and I’m looking forward to walking as far as I can and then waiting for the teens to 
return!!! Pam works on Saturdays, or she would be there! We feel very strongly about protecting our young 
people. 
 
We had two meetings where Pam had the teens and me doing affirmations. This is an awesome exercise for a 
close group and helps each person see what a valuable and loved person they are. Since I’m a crybaby, I had to 
write mine and read them the next few meetings. I am always touched by the teens empathetic comments. 
Speaking from the heart, even to close friends, is not an easy thing for young people to do, but they amaze me 
every time with their insights into one another.  
 
We have also been keeping the walkway between the Sunday School and church buildings weeded and looking 
nice! While there was a heated discussion about weed vs. beautiful wildflowers, I’m sure the teens settled it 
equitably! At least, I didn’t see any weeds when I checked it out after church the following Sunday!!! 
 
While sitting at the middle school, it dawned on me that all five of our middle schoolers are going to be in senior 
high next year. WOW!!! They are all planning to come next year, so Pam and I will both be at the high school to 
pick up all the teens. It will take two cars, if all can continue to come. I pray they will be able to. We are definitely 
a really close group, who feel like family, even when we are disagreeing loudly about something!!! We have 
learned how to disagree LOVINGLY, which is something I think our politicians could learn from. 
 
Again, if you find you have an extra $20 or $50, we can certainly use it, since most of our teens’ parents can not 
afford to help send them on the mission trip. ANY amount, really and I am sure Pam has another fund raiser up 
her sleeve before we go. 

Karen Dreggors 

Fund Raising 
  

If anyone has any ideas for a good Fund Raising Project please contact 

Sammie Hartwell at 424-6208.  All income from fund raising goes into 

our General Fund.  Any specific item or need must be approved by the 

Council. 

Gerie Spencer 
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$5.00 BAG SALE! 

 

Fri, April 6nd & Sat, April 7th 

9:30am - 3:00pm 
Sunday, April 8th  11:00am – 1:00pm 

UCC Thrift Store  ● 203 Washington Street  ● New Smyrna Beach, FL 

Birthday boys  
Ralph Meadly, who just turned 7, is all smiles posing between his mom, 
Brandi, and grandmother, Mary, after our UCCNSB family sang Happy 
Birthday to him at Fellowship following the March 18 worship 
service.  Meanwhile, his friend, Dakota, licks his fingers after diving into 
his birthday cake, of course with moms' (Tammy and Carolyn Cote) 
permissions. Dakota, who turned 8 on March 28, was serenaded by his 
UCCNSB church family at the March 25 worship service.  

 



APRIL SPECIALS 

 LAMPS  50% 
TUES April 17 – Sat April21 

9:30am – 3:00pm 
   UCC Thrift Store 

203 Washington Street 
New Smyrna Beach, FL 

Hope to see you there! 
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UCCNSB keeps growing 

Pastor Diane welcomes new members 

Dustin Gothard and Paula Clark during the 

March 25 worship service. 

 

TIPS for EARTH DAY…EVERY DAY 
 

1. Choose house plants that improve the air quality in  your  
home :  Boston Fern, English Ivy, Peace Lily, Palm Trees, Rubber 
Plants, etc. 
 
2. By switching all of your bills to e-bills and onlin e invoices  you 
can save millions of trees every single year 
 
3. Recycle, reduce, reuse!  Collect recyclables for weekly pick up; use 
dishes over paper plates; send unwanted items to the Thrift Shop for 
reuse by someone else! 
 
4. Do your faucets leak?   If so, you are wasting a lot of water on a 
yearly basis. 
 
5. Plant a tree.  Trees are a big part of our earth, and planting just one 
will add to the health and wellness of the world that we live in. 
 
6. Stop drinking bottled water ! Instead buy a Yeti type container for 
your water and you will stop adding tons of plastic to landfills 
 
7. Attract birds and other creatures to your yard  by putting in a bird 
feeder, install birdhouses, put in a bird bath and more 
  
8. Consider starting a raised bed vegetable or flower garden .  Many 
come waist height for planting/weeding ease 
 
9. Update all your light bulbs to energy-saving LED bu lbs 
 

Sandi Blackmer  
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UCCNSB well represented at March for Our Lives rall y 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

UCCNSB was well represented at March for Our Lives in New Smyrna Beach on Saturday, March 24, that drew 
more than 2,000 people to Riverside Park for a pre-march rally, featuring 12 student speakers from New Smyrna 
Beach and Spruce Creek high schools and New Smyrna Beach Middle School. 

The NSB event was among 800+ plus marches across the country as an estimated more than 1.2 million people 
rallied for sensible gun control led by the surviving students from Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School in 
Parkland. 
 
One of the NSBHS students, Ricky Wilkie, a junior, spoke about visiting his 16-year-old cousin who was 
recovering from wounds he suffered in the Feb. 14 shooting at MSDHS. 
 
“We should not be afraid to go to school,” he told the crowd. “We as students shouldn’t be afraid that this might 
be the last time we say ‘I love you’ to our parents.” 
 
That sentiment was repeated by all the speakers, including two UCCNSB representatives. Standing in for Pastor 
Diane, who was called away on a family emergency early that morning, was Joyce Pearce-Riddel. Also speaking 
at the rally from UCCNSB was Lissette Fernandez Medina, who was one of the crisis counselors sent to MSDHS 
to help the students with their grief as they re-entered their school. 
 
For those who were not able to attend the rally, we are including both speeches here. 
 
Leading the rally with their music was UCCNSB’s Dorothy Cresswell and Dusty Miller. They sang a song written 
by a friend, Sally Rogers, called “A Way Out of No Way.”  
 
A video of the song, as well as the speeches can be found on UCCNSB’s YouTube channel. Helping to 
coordinate the UCCNSB effort for the event was Louise Lentz. 
 
 
 

The following is the speech by Joyce Pearce-Riddel 
 

Land of the Free Home of the Brave 
 
 

I love that line in our Stars Spangled Banner. I wonder what Sir Francis Scott Key was thinking when he wrote it. 
I think of our inalienable rights of freedom of speech and religion, freedom to bear arms to defend ourselves and 
our right to pursue happiness. But, are we free and brave?  
 
We are not when we fall prey to the fear-mongering tactics and brain washing of a gun manufacturers lobby like 
the NRA.  
 

Speech continued... 
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Joyce Pearce-Riddel’s speech continued... 
 
 
My family members are members of the NRA. The tradition of learning gun safety, respect for arms, the 
environment, the animals they hunt and we eat is passed down from generation to generation. The NRA used to 
be the Sportsman’s Membership organization. Today it has become the voice of the money hungry gun 
manufacturers who put profit before the lives of our citizens, our children. They block gun reform laws that would 
serve to protect us from senseless acts of violence. They serve the gun manufacturers rather than supporting 
their members rights to be free and pursue happiness. 
 
And tragically the people we have elected to our government who’s duty it is to protect our rights and serve “we 
the people” have been bought. 
 
It is past the time for us to stand together, to exert our freedom and act bravely to exert  our rights to speak the 
truth and protect precious humanity by insisting on sensible gun law reform.  
 
The NRA will tell you it is a slippery slope. I stand with the Parkland students and call BS. It is not that difficult. 
There is power in numbers. Let’s not be duped any longer.  
 
I am confident that we can protect the valued traditions that my family holds dear while reforming our laws. 
Demand it from the NRA and your law makers. Drop your Membership and stop supporting businesses who 
support the NRA. Tell our elected officials with your votes to do their job and stop taking the blood money.  
 
We know who these businesses and law makers are. Look on line, there are lists of names. We can act together 
to make positive change because we live in a country that guarantees us those rights. So act now and truly be 
the free and the brave!!  
 
Joyce Pearce-Riddel 
 
 
The following is the speech by  Lissette Ferandez 
 

 
MARCH FOR OUR LIVES 

Lissette Fernandez 
 
 

My name is Lissette Fernandez.  I was invited to speak because I was a member of the Crisis 

Intervention Team that went to Parkland, FL.  As a requirement for responding, I had to sign a confidentiality 

agreement so I can’t share specific information.  However, after spending a week talking to parents, students, 

teachers and staff, what I will share is the impact of what that time meant to me. 

The teachers and parents expressed their need for keeping their students safe.  I heard the students 

express their need to know that they will be okay. 

 I was reminded of the important question that we can all ask ourselves after an incident like this occurs.  

The question is:  How is this incident going to define me, my family and those around me?  Another way of 

asking is:  How am I going to stand in my life – like a victim, like an aggressor or like a hero?  Am I standing in 

love, or fear?  Am I to be paralyzed by fear? Or am I to stand and walk finding strength? 

 

Speech continued…  
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Sound advise from...Punkie McKinney       

 
When you have TOO much "stuff" but you see something that 
you'd really like to have or appeals to you here is an idea.  
Put the item in your shopping cart, walk around the store 
while you’re still looking around, admire it often, look it over 
carefully, think about where you would put it. Then take a 
picture of it. Place it back where you found it and walk away.  
When you get home look at your phone and the picture. Print 
it out if you need to. This will save you space, money and 
clutter and make you feel good that you have kept your home 
and finances in order.    
 

Photo on Punkie’s phone 

 

Lissette Fernandez speech continued…  
 

One of the parents I talked to had a difficult time allowing their child to ride on the school bus after the 

event.  So, I asked this parent, “What is the lesson you are teaching?  Where are you standing when you’re 

making the decision?”  Because you can make this decision and stand still in time.  And there are some 

decisions that do not provide any strength.  So after a while the parent was able to allow the child to take the 

school bus.  She did it standing in love not meaning she didn’t feel the fear but she did it anyway. 

These incidents are happening all around us:  in our neighborhoods, our homes, in our schools, and 

even in our families.  How are we to define ourselves and stand firm in midst of gun violence?  Are we to see 

unity or division? If we see unity, are we willing to do what has happened since Parkland and is now a 

movement happening today:  to lets come together as a community where everyone has a voice regardless of 

their age and where we are willing to truly listen to one another.  To not silence the voices of our youth or 

anyone wanting unity and to say to them “We hear you, and because we hear you, we WILL protect you.” 

I recently heard a politician refer to this movement as being driven by children.  By your presence at this 

event you saying “Do not refer to me as a child”.  We are here taking a stand with all the adolescents, teens and 

young adults to say “we hear you” and like you, we agree that there is no need for more deaths due to gun 

violence or violence of any kind.  

Let’s walk understanding the power of unity – peace – and belonging.  Let’s stand in the power of 

becoming peace in the middle of the storm without allowing others to silence our voices or this movement.   

I can see your greatness.  Let this event give us the true power of conviction to guide us knowing that 

creating peace – we are peace.   
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Rev. Dr. Diane MacMonegle Langworthy, Pastor 

Pam Hopper, Youth Director Tim Patterson, Custodian   

Cindy Gardner, Music Director  Ronnie Sciullo, Office Manager 

OUR STAFF 
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Council Members & Committee Chairs 

Moderator 
Sammie Hartwell 

Vice-Moderator & ONA 
Cindy Casey 

Worship Chair 
Vern Whittenburg 

Membership &  
Pastoral Care 
Doreen Massin 

Out-Reach 
Gerie Spencer 

Finance 
Gary Smith 

Education Co-Chair 
Cecelia McKinney 

Education Co-Chair 
Maureen Marcotte 

Property Manager 
George Smith 

Thrift Store Manager 
Frances Baker 

Council Secretary 
Diane Babe 
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Fish Dinner always a favorite at UCCNSB 
 
Fish dinners prepared by John Buchanan and Donnie Coleman are always successful fundraisers at UCCNSB. 
The Saturday, March 24, dinner was no exception. People streamed in throughout the evening and the few that 
were left over, John and Donnie cooked up fresh on Sunday for take-out orders until they were gone! 
 
Note the picture of Mary Z… she’s not sleeping on the job … she’s exhausted!  
 
Other helpers included waitresses Dusty Miller and Dorothy Cresswell (after singing and walking in March for 
Our Lives earlier in the day); George Smith and Loren Harmon had KP duty; and Bruce Matoes and Marilyn 
Bader scooped up the desserts. 
 
Just a few of the diners enjoying the food and company included: Anna Haskins, Diana Vanderbilt and Linda 
McMahan; NoraJane Gillespie, Judy Ebert, Ginny Baker, Diane and Roc Williams; and Cecelia and Punkie 
McKinney. 
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April 1  
Deuteronomy 18:1-20:20 
Luke 9:28-50 
Psalm 73:1-28 
Proverbs 12:10  
 
April 2  
Deuteronomy 21:1-22:30 
Luke 9:51-10:12 
Psalm 74:1-23 
Proverbs 12:11  
 
April 3  
Deuteronomy 23:1-25:19 
Luke 10:13-37 
Psalm 75:1-10 
Proverbs 12:12-14  
 
April 4  
Deuteronomy 26:1-27:26 
Luke 10:38-11:13 
Psalm 76:1-12 
Proverbs 12:15-17  
 
April 5  
Deuteronomy 28:1-68 
Luke 11:14-36 
Psalm 77:1-20 
Proverbs 12:18  
 
April 6  
Deuteronomy 29:1-30:20 
Luke 11:37-12:7 
Psalm 78:1-31 
Proverbs 12:19-20  
 
April 7  
Deuteronomy 31:1-32:27 
Luke 12:8-34 
Psalm 78:32-55 
Proverbs 12:21-23  
 
April 8  
Deuteronomy 32:28-52 
Luke 12:35-59 
Psalm 78:56-64 
Proverbs 12:24  
 
April 9  
Deuteronomy 33:1-29 
Luke 13:1-21 
Psalm 78:65-72 
Proverbs 12:25  
 
April 10  
Deuteronomy 34:1-Joshua 2:24 
Luke 13:22-14:6 
Psalm 79:1-13 
Proverbs 12:26  
 

April 11  
Joshua 3:1-4:24 
Luke 14:7-35 
Psalm 80:1-19 
Proverbs 12:27-28  
 
April 12  
Joshua 5:1-7:15 
Luke 15:1-32 
Psalm 81:1-16 
Proverbs 13:1  
 
April 13  
Joshua 7:16-9:2 
Luke 16:1-18 
Psalm 82:1-8 
Proverbs 13:2-3  
 
April 14  
Joshua 9:3-10:43 
Luke 16:19-17:10 
Psalm 83:1-18 
Proverbs 13:4  
 
April 15  
Joshua 11:1-12:24 
Luke 17:11-37 
Psalm 84:1-12 
Proverbs 13:5-6  
 
April 16  
Joshua 13:1-14:15 
Luke 18:1-17 
Psalm 85:1-13 
Proverbs 13:7-8  
 
April 17  
Joshua 15:1-63 
Luke 18:18-43 
Psalm 86:1-17 
Proverbs 13:9-10  
 
April 18  
Joshua 16:1-18:28 
Luke 19:1-27 
Psalm 87:1-7 
Proverbs 13:11  
 
April 19  
Joshua 19:1-20:9 
Luke 19:28-48 
Psalm 88:1-18 
Proverbs 13:12-14  
 
April 20  
Joshua 21:1-22:20 
Luke 20:1-26 
Psalm 89:1-13 
Proverbs 13:15-16  
 

April 21  
Joshua 22:21-23:16 
Luke 20:27-47 
Psalm 89:14-37 
Proverbs 13:17-19  
 
April 22  
Joshua 24:1-33 
Luke 21:1-28 
Psalm 89:38-52 
Proverbs 13:20-23  
 
April 23  
Judges 1:1-2:9 
Luke 21:29-22:13 
Psalm 90:1-91:16 
Proverbs 13:24-25  
 
April 24  
Judges 2:10-3:31 
Luke 22:14-34 
Psalm 92:1-93:5 
Proverbs 14:1-2  
 
April 25  
Judges 4:1-5:31 
Luke 22:35-53 
Psalm 94:1-23 
Proverbs 14:3-4  
 
April 26  
Judges 6:1-40 
Luke 22:54-23:12 
Psalm 95:1-96:13 
Proverbs 14:5-6  
 
April 27  
Judges 7:1-8:17 
Luke 23:13-43 
Psalm 97:1-98:9 
Proverbs 14:7-8  
 

April 28  
Judges 8:18-9:21 
Luke 23:44-24:12 
Psalm 99:1-9 
Proverbs 14:9-10  
 
April 29  
Judges 9:22-10:18 
Luke 24:13-53 
Psalm 100:1-5 
Proverbs 14:11-12  
 
April 30  
Judges 11:1-12:15 
John 1:1-28 
Psalm 101:1-8 
Proverbs 14:13-14 

ONE-YEAR BIBLE READING for APRIL 



EASTER COLORING ART  
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CHILDREN’S COLORING PAGE 



 

 

CARING FOR EACH OTHER                                                                          
 
To request a get well, sympathy or thinking of you card be sent by the Card Ministry , contact 
Charlotte Hinson at chinson2513@aol.com or 386-679-2939. 
 
To inform the church about an illness, surgery, or hospitalization , contact Pastor Diane Langworthy 
office:  (386) 428-2352 or cell:  (386) 847-0883 
 
To submit your prayer requests to the UCC Prayer Ch ain , email Gerie Spencer at jspencer7@cfl.rr.com 
 
To arrange for transportation,  contact Judy Ebert at 386-409-8810 
 
To make a gift to the church,  contact Bill Cox  (802) 777-7450 
   
To reach the Pastor, contact Pastor Diane Langworthy  office:  (386) 428-2352 or cell:  (386) 847-0883 

To receive home-bound communion or pastoral visit,  contact Pastor Diane Langworthy    
office:  (386) 428-2352 or cell:  (386) 847-0883 
 
To arrange for a baptism, wedding ceremony, renewal  of vows, or memorials,  contact Pastor Diane 
Langworthy   office:  (386) 428-2352 or cell:  (386) 847-0883 

 

SUBMISSIONS FOR THE VOICE 
 

Please submit your articles ON or BEFORE the 23rd of each month via my 

email which is sblackmer@cfl.rr.com Preferred format would be as an 
attachment using Word (.doc) or in pdf.  Also I can  copy & paste from the body 

of an email.  Call me: 386-679-8762 if in doubt.    
 

Sandi Blackmer, The United Voice Production Editor 

 

HOW TO RESERVE SPACE FOR  
MEETINGS AND EVENTS 

 

When planning a meeting or an event at UCC, PLEASE, 
notify the office to check on availability for the conference 
room, sanctuary or community hall. 

 

Ronnie Sciullo, Office Manager 
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4/6 
4/7 
4/10 
4/12 
4/19 
4/23 
4/24 
4/25 
4/28 

Virginia Baker 
Ryan Kirk 
John Love 
Carolyn Cote 
Sammie Hartwell 
Debbie Young 
Alice Lewis 
Gladys Starkey 
Susan Peterson 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

 
 

APRIL BIRTHDAYS 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

SUNDAY MORNING 
BIBLE STUDY 

9:00 am!! 

Come join our Sunday Morning Bible Study Group  in 
the conference room! 

Cecelia McKinney 

APRIL 27th 



 

www.facebook.com/TheUnitedChurchofChristofNewSmyrna Beach 

WE CARE  
PRAYERS FOR PEACE AND HEALING 
 
Beth Besaw, 712 Charter Lane, Edgewater, FL  32141 
Cindy Carlin, 1310 Palmetto St., New Smyrna Beach, FL  32168 
Oliver Chiapco, 1703 Frogs Leap Ct., Port Orange, FL  32128 
Lyn Helppie , 11102 Lymestone Ct., New Smyrna Beach, FL  32168 
Maynard Kern , 830 E 22nd Ave, New Smyrna Beach, FL  32169 
Germaine Lambert , 2031 Porto Blvd, New Smyrna Beach, FL  32168 
Judy Lawson, 101 N. Riverside Dr., #310, New Smyrna Beach, FL  32168 
Debbie Smith, P.O. Rehab Center, Rm 171, 5600 Victoria Gardens Blvd, Port Orange, FL  32127 

 
 
 

We remember all caregivers as well! 
               Note:  People who are touched by ill ness, deaths, hospitalizations & shut-ins  

are  listed here monthly 
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Be sure to friend  

Pastor Diane on Facebook!!! 

If you were not able to 
come to church on 

March 18, you missed 
seeing our esteemed 
editor of The Voice, 

(Sandi Blackmer) and 
fashionista all decked 
out in her St. Paddy's 

Day attire -- from 
leggings to matching 

scarf and her shamrock 
accent shades  



    

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
 
 

 
Sunday Service at 10:00 a.m.  

Youth Sunday School at 10:00 a.m. service 
Nursery available 

 

Bible Study at 9:00 a.m. in Conference Room 
Communion:  Every Sunday 

 

Simple Worship Every Tuesday in Sanctuary 6:00-6:30  p.m. 
NEW Book Study!  “What is the Bible?” Every Tuesday 6 :30-7:30 p.m. 
Prayer Group Meets Every Monday in Pastor’s Office 6:00-7:00 p.m.  

 
 

We are an Open and Affirming Church.  We welcome al l into the full life and ministries of the 
church irrespective of race, gender, age, creed, se xual orientation, gender identity and 

expression, socio-economic status, and mental and p hysical disabilities.  We celebrate the image 
of God in every person. 

Our mission is to do justice, seek peace, and love all as Christ loves. 

The United Church of Christ 
203 Washington Street 
New Smyrna Beach, FL 32168-7042 


