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PASTOR’S MESSAGE 

 
Dear Ones, 

Psalm 127 has some of the best advice for those of us who are 
tempted to slip into worry, over work or over thinking… for those 
who wrestle with problems that seem too complex or exhausting, for 
times when our spirits grieve. Our encouragement is clear, “Unless the 
Lord builds the house, those who build it labor in vain. Unless the 
Lord guards the city, the guard keeps watch in vain. It is in vain that 
you rise up early and go late to rest, eating the bread of anxious toil; 
for he gives sleep to his beloved.”  It is God who guides us through 
times when we would like our own frenetic activity to hold sway, but 
it cannot. When things feel unfair or overwhelming, our gentle Savior 
calls us to a better way. 

We live in times that often feel overwhelming. Political train 
wrecks, ecological crises, economic downturns, folks we love who 
wrestle with illness or addiction, broken relationships that break our 
hearts… there are so many ways to be overwhelmed, confused, and 
discouraged about what will happen next. And yet, our God is 
building, always. When we see only broken pieces, God will help us 
see how one piece fits in a way we hadn’t imagined and then another 
piece and another piece… God builds and calls us to build according to 
God’s design. And when we build with God, well, I don’t know why I 
continue to be amazed, but it works out!  

In this newsletter you will read about the new program our church 
is hosting, in cooperation with two other churches (Coronado United 
Methodist Church and St. Peter the Fisherman Church) to ensure that 
hungry people in our community are fed. Christian builders have 
worked beside one another with the Holy Spirit in a way that sparkles 
with joy. Join the work. Join the joy! Talk with folks who have entered 
this new thing God is building among us! 

Also, you will read about Surf’s Edge. Some of you attended the 
celebration of life we hosted Lauralei in January. The tragedy of her 
precious 14-year-old life ending by suicide was just too much to walk 
away from for her loved ones. In particular Tammy and Carolyn felt 
God’s nudge to build something from this pain that could bring hope 
and healing… piece by piece folks have responded in ways that have 
brought the young folks and adult support team of Surf’s Edge 
together. God is clearly at work in the way Surf’s Edge is building 
community, hope, and coping skills.  
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Pastor’s Message continued… 
 

Our Sunday school attendance went up this summer to the point where we had to add a separate 
nursery room, separate from the Sunday school classroom, because there were simply too many kids to keep 
them together. And we had not had enough really young children to need a nursery space for some time. 
That has changed! Folks stepped up and cleaned the nursery. We threw out old, worn toys and lots of you 
contributed the BEST developmentally appropriate toys for that renewed space! God is building a children’s 
program of which we can be proud. This year we are hoping to focus Sunday school lessons on the Biblical 
and spiritual mandate… that call we cannot deny in our hearts… to care for the earth. We will help our 
young ones and our larger church develop appropriate stewardship responses to our precious environment.  

This past Sunday a new young family with three children joined in membership. Last Sunday two 
couples joined in membership and the two of those four are already hard at work preparing us for a 
meaningful stewardship campaign. Our summer had the largest average worship attendance of any summer 
since I came as your pastor. As we notice all these signs of life and growth, we must know God is building 
the house!  

We have been concerned about the racist rhetoric that has been ratcheting up all over our nation and 
our local NAACP chapter offered us an opportunity to host conversations about the movie series, “When 
They See Us.” Dwayne Johnson from the Southern Poverty Law Center came to one of our sessions and 
wants to return to provide an anti-racism workshop here. People from all over our community gathered 
because we care and we are daring to grow, to BUILD, together. We see God here too.  

PRIDE Festival is coming up fast and we had been saddened by being left out of planning meetings 
which have always been so integral to our church’s open and affirming mission. Nevertheless, folks among 
us were inspired to step up and make our church a Rainbow Sponsor this year. We have not been able to 
make such a significant financial contribution to PRIDE in previous years, but this year folks felt called to 
be PRESENT in whatever way we could be because our church family CARES about the LGBTQ+ 
community. We see our brothers and sisters bracing for horrific court cases designed to pry away hard-won 
justice. God continues to build connection for us… it is too important to let slip away and God found a new 
piece, a new way of connecting. Our church responded to the piece we were handed and once again there is 
a way to be connected!  

Additionally, the VOLUSIA-FLAGLER RAINBOW ALLIANCE, a volunteer group (based at New 
Church Family) that has been providing scholarships and small grants to LGBTQ people for the past 10 
years, has invited our church to participate this year and consider joining their board… YES, YES, YES. 
God is building!   

“Unless the Lord builds the house, those who build it labor in vain. Unless the Lord guards the city, 
the guard keeps watch in vain. It is in vain that you rise up early and go late to rest, eating the bread of 
anxious toil; for he gives sleep to his beloved.”  But WHEN the Lord builds the house… we feel the 
strength and joy of connecting our work to the One who connects EVERYTHING. When the Lord builds 
the house, we do not labor in vain. We continue to be imperfect, but we can rest easy in knowing we are 
doing our best to follow our Savior’s lead. 

 

   In Christ’s Love, 
    Pastor Diane 
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One Year Bible 
 
Please join Pastor Diane in the spiritual discipline of reading through the One Year Bible this year.  This is a special 

way to hear God’s call, experience God’s wisdom and wrestle with what you “know” about God and how you really came 

to that understanding.  What IS the Bible?  How did it come to us?  And what does it REALLY say...often that is 

different from what we’d assumed or heard.  No one enters this discipline and comes away unchanged.  Pastor Diane 

can help you find a new or used one-year Bible or you can use any Bible with a list of daily readings and four book 
marks.  Pastor Diane would LOVE to help you make this work! 
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  ay God bless us with discomfort at easy answers, half-truths,  

and superficial relationships,  

so that we may live deep within our hearts. 

ay God bless us with anger at injustice, oppression,  

and exploitation of people,  

so that we may work for justice, freedom and peace. 

ay God bless us with tears to shed for those who suffer from pain,  

rejection, starvation and war,  

so that we may reach out our hands to comfort them and turn their pain into joy. 

nd may God bless us with enough foolishness to believe that  

we can make a difference in this world,  

so that we can do what others claim cannot be done. 
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Where:  Council Chamber  

     104 N. Riverside Dr, Edgewater 

When:   6-7 pm 
 
Sep 10th Stroke Awareness 
 
Sponsored by the  

City of Edgewater and  
Florida Health Care Plans.   

 
This event is open to the Public.  
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DATE/TIME EVENT WHERE 

Mon, Sep 9th, 9:00am Men’s Breakfast Ruthy’s on 
Canal Street 

Wed, Sep 11th, 7:00pm NSB Cancer Support Group Conference 
Room 

Sat, Sep 14th, 2:00pm 
Zumba– THON 

(Tickets $10 available in Thrift Store) 
Community 

Hall 

Sat, Oct 26, 6:00pm Mary Cuchetti—In Concert Sanctuary 

Every Mon, 4:00pm Colors of Hunger Feeding Ministry Community 
Hall 

Every Wed, 6:00pm Surf’s Edge Ministry Community 
Hall 

DATE/TIME EVENT WHERE 

Mon, Sep 9th, 2:30p Worship Committee Community 
Hall 

Mon, Sep 9th, 4:30p Council Meeting Community 
Hall 

Sun, Sep  22nd, 11:30a 
(During coffee hour) 

Hospitality Committee Conference 
Room 

Sat, Sep 28th, 10:00a Membership Pastor’s 
Office 
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Colors of Hunger is a new feeding program that will be hosted at 
UCCNSB on Monday’s from 4-6pm starting on Monday Aug 26th. This is 
community sponsored program has the support and participation of 
United Church of Christ of NSB, Coronado Methodist Church and St. 
Peter the Fisherman, Episcopal Church. John Buchanan and Donnie 
Coleman, are spearheading these efforts. 
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Date Volunteer 

Sep 1st Dorian 

Sep 8th Liz Incardone 

Sep 15th Teen Sunday  
(Pam Hopper/Karen Dreggors) 

Sep 22nd Cecelia McKinney 

Sep 29th  

Consider volunteering to read the scriptures that are shared on Sunday.   
 

If you are willing and able, please signup on the list in the Narthex or contact 
the Church Office.  If you have any questions about what is required, contact 
Debbie Jackson or Gladys Starkey of the Worship Committee, or Pastor Diane. 

 
09/02 Cathy Mason 
09/05   Tim Schmitt 
09/07   Mark Bundy 
09/10 Cindy Gardner 
09/15   Doreen Massin 
09/23   Gloria Stanton 
            Barb Plentz 
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The Cleveland Clinic has published important data regarding supplements. They have listed those 
items that are supposed to help lower blood sugar and others that help manage total high 
cholesterol. They put each item in one of four groups from correctly recommended to not 
recommended-high risk (see chart below).  
 
I was surprised at the classification for some items myself, as you may be. It is always very 
important that our physicians know of all supplements and over-the-counter medicines we are taking 
and we need to let the physician we trust decide if any of these will conflict with our prescription 
medication.  Some physician do not want any supplements to be taken, other may recommend a 
few specific one’s, so lets keep them in the loop about what we are taking.    
 
IT WILL BE TO OUR ADVANTAGE both health-wise and penny-wise, because if it is not helping us, 
it is throwing money away. 

By Charlotte Hinson 
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COUNCIL 
O 
R 
N 
E 
R 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Council Meeting Minutes  

August 12, 2019 
Attendees: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Sammie called the meeting to order at 4:40 pm. Pastor Diane led the group in a prayer.  Sammie 
provided a reflection based on her appreciation for all the council members and the work done by 
each committee.  Ronnie established that a quorum was present.   Debbie Jackson has volunteered to 
provide reflection at our next meeting. 
 
Hal Francis and Tom Besaw attended in order to discuss plans for a Stewardship Campaign.  Both Hal 
and Tom are new members and have joined the Finance Committee, helping with counting, budget 
planning as well as planning stewardship. 
 
A motion to approve the June 10th meeting minutes was made and the minutes were accepted and 
approved (Sciullo/Buchanan). 

 
Pastor’s Report: 
 
New Ministries:  Pastor Diane shared information regarding two new ministries that are ramping up 
within our Church.   
 Colors of Hunger is a new feeding program that will be hosted at UCCNSB on Monday’s from 4-6pm 

starting on Monday Aug 26th.   This is a community sponsored program with participation of Coronado 
Methodist Church and St. Peter the Fisherman, Episcopal Church.  John Buchanan and Donnie Coleman 
will be spearheading these efforts. 

 Surf’s Edge is a ministry that was born out of grief.  Last year a young teenager and very close friend 
and neighbor of Tammy Cote and Carolyn Cote, took her own life. As a result, Tammy working with the 
Pastor identified an important need to support and reach out to community youth (LGBTQQ+ and 
their allies) who are struggling with depression, anxiety and wrestling with suicide.  While we are NOT 
providing counselling, we are providing support and access to professional help as needed.  Shawn 
Proctor, Mariah Proctor and Shannon Chiofalo are all formally trained in dealing with these issues and 
are key contributors to this ministry.   This group meets every Wednesday night in Community Hall 
and we have had excellent participation by youth in the SE Volusia community. 

 
Prayer Group:  This group will resume meeting September 9th. 
 

MODERATOR 
Sammie Hartwell 

PASTOR 
Diane Langworthy 

VICE MODERATOR 
Debby Hughes (absent) 

SECRETARY 
Ronnie Sciullo   

CHRISTIAN ED  
Alice Lewis 

FINANCE 
Gary Smith  

HOSPITALITY 
Dave LeBlanc(absent) 
Bill Peterson 

MEMBERSHIP 
Doreen Massin  

OUTREACH 
John Buchanan, 
Donnie Coleman 

PROPERTY 
George Smith 

THRIFT STORE 
Frances Baker  

WORSHIP 
Deb Jackson 
Gladys Starkey 

WORSHIP-A/V 
Diane Williams 
Roc Williams (absent) 

  

Council Minutes continued…. 
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COUNCIL 
O 
R 
N 
E 
R 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Social Justice:  The four-part movie series “When They See Us” was aired through July/Aug to over 30 
attendees from UCCNSB and throughout the community.  As a result we are working with 
organizations including the NAACP to organize activities that support justice for all in our 
communities and our state.  More to come… 

Old Business: 
Property – George discussed three items of importance regarding property/maintenance: 
 He has identified a company that will come in and clean all the carpets / pews in the church and the 

carpets and floors in the Offices / Community Hall.  This is planned for September. 
 The A/C in the Education Wing is in need of substantial repair / replacement.  This was an unplanned 

expense.  George has received an estimate that repairs would cost 60-75% of what a new unit would 
cost (approximately $5,000).  He is also looking into getting a 10 year maintenance agreement for this 
unit. 

 George is looking into getting a landscaper to assist in freshening up the property, especially the areas 
on Washington Street near the new sign.  Frances arranged a meeting with a landscaper that George 
and Sammie attended.  Donnie and John had some suggestions that they are working on with George. 

Finance 
 Gary Smith reviewed financials with the group.  Income is running below budget and giving is down.  

On the upside our spending has also been down over the same period.   Investment plans information 
is still pending.   

 Budget planning will begin over the next couple of weeks and must be finalized by the October Council 
meeting.  Each committee member will meet with one (or more) Finance Committee member to 
review current year spending and income generation (if appropriate) and will identify and discuss 
expenditures planned for next year – both operating and discretionary.  The Finance Committee will 
provide each committee chair(s) with a detailed list (Through June 2019) of their areas income 
generated, if any, and all their expenses.   These are the groups who will be meeting to plan the 2020 
budget 

 Gary / Cathy 
Membership (Doreen Massin Chair) 
Outreach (Don Coleman/John Buchanan - chairs) 
Surfs Edge - Shawn Proctor / Tammy Cote (Pastor Diane) 
Finance (Gary/Sammie) 

Hal / Tom 
Property (George Smith Chair) 
Worship (Deb Jackson/Gladys Starkey) - Include Cindy Gardner Music   

Ron Langworthy 
Hospitality (Dave Leblanc/Bill Peterson - chairs) 

Ronnie / Pastor Diane 
Christian Ed (Alice Lewis Chair) 
Teens in Action (Pam Hopper) 
Office 

Ronnie—Thrift Store (Frances Baker) 
 Council Minutes continued…. 
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COUNCIL 
O 
R 
N 
E 
R 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
New Business: 
 Deb Jackson noted upcoming dates that Worship has decided on – Grandparents Day, Pride Sunday, 

Greening of the Sanctuary. 
 
 John Buchanan explained the effort that was put forth by several to get the Colors of Hunger program 

off the ground.  In addition to providing a healthy meal for those in need, clothing will be distributed, 
and God’s Bathhouse will be on the premises. There will be a ribbon cutting at 3:30pm on Aug 26th 
prior to the first feeding event which begins at 4pm. He also shared that the Christmas Fundraiser this 
year will be a Color of Hunger event and is planned for sometime in November.  Color of Hunger is 
offering sponsorships for $25 / month or $300 / year. 

 
 Sammie discussed that the Volusia Pride Festival is Oct 19th.  The church is planning on getting one 

booth that can be shared by Teens In Action, Surf’s Edge and Colors of Hunger.  The group was 
reminded that no T-shirts may be sold.  The Pastor indicated she has a wedding to perform that day at 
our church and will unfortunately be unable to attend.  Pam Hopper, Donnie, John and the Surf’s Edge 
crew will coordinate.  A tent and tables are available for use. 

 
 The FL Conference Annual Gathering is Oct 11-13.  The cost is $99.  Council were asked if they were 

interested in attending.  Anyone interested should contact Sammie or the Pastor. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 6:30p. The next meeting will be Monday, September 9th at 4:30p. 
 
Minutes respectfully submitted by Ronnie Sciullo 
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We NEED Your HELP! 
 
We need people to help with 
setting up   for Communion  on 
Sunday morning.  There are two 
weeks for which we need 
volunteers. If you would like to 
learn more about what is 
involved, please talk to Diane 
Williams. 
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By Dave LeBlanc & Bill Peterson 
 

Special thanks to John Buchanan and Donnie Coleman for reorganizing the kitchen.  
It’s much more organized.  All supplies needed for the Sunday Fellowship Hour are 
now located in a separate cabinet outside of the pantry.  The Teens in Action also 
have a separate cabinet for their supplies.   
 
Food donations for most Sundays are appreciated but we request they be limited to 
the following types of foods: 

Donuts/Pastries 
Cheese/crackers 
Small vegetable plate 
Fruit 

 
Team Leaders for each week are listed below.  Please contact them if you are willing 
to donate either your time or food as you are able.  Phone and Email contact 
information is listed in the church directory. 

    
 

We are still need a few volunteers to help with set-up and clean-up on the first, third, 
and fourth weeks.  If you are interested in helping, please contact the team leader for 
those weeks.  Pot Luck events will continue as before but on a limited basis.  The 
next Pot Luck will be Sunday  
 
September 29th.   
The next Hospitality Committee meeting with be held on Sunday September 22

nd
 

during the Fellowship Hour.  The meeting is open to everyone.  Please attend if you 
have any ideas or suggestions on how we can improve the Fellowship Hour. 

Sunday Team Leader 

First Week Bill Peterson 

Second Week Donnie Coleman 

Third Week Pam Hopper 

Fourth Week Sue Weaver 

Fifth Sunday Hospitality 
Committee 
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CARING FOR EACH OTHER                                                                         
 

CARD MINISTRY—To request a get well, sympathy or thinking of you 
card be sent contact Gerie Spencer at jspencer7@cfl.rr.com or 386-423
-4143. 
  
NEED TRANSPORTATION ASSISTANCE? Contact Doreen Massin at 
347-556-8661. 
 
HAVE A SPECIAL PRAYER REQUEST? Contact Gerie Spencer at 
jspencer7@cfl.rr.com to get your request on the UCC Prayer Chain. 
 
WANT TO MAKE A MONETARY GIFT TO THE CHURCH? - contact 
Gary Smith at (610) 613-5886.  
 
CONTACT THE PASTOR and/or the CHURCH OFFICE - 

To inform the church about an illness, surgery, or 
hospitalization, contact Pastor Diane on her cell (386) 847-0883 or 
the Church Office at (386) 428-2352. 
 
To receive home-bound communion or pastoral visit, contact 
Pastor Diane on her cell (386) 847-0883 or the Church Office at 
(386) 428-2352. 
 
To arrange for a baptism, wedding ceremony, renewal of vows, 
or memorials, contact Pastor Diane on her cell (386) 847-0883 or 
the Church Office at (386) 428-2352. 
 

Pastor Contact Info: 

 Rev. Dr. Diane Langworthy   
 Cell: (386) 847-0883 
 Email: mytoadhill@hotmail.com 
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SUBMISSIONS FOR THE VOICE 
 

Please submit your articles  
ON or BEFORE the 23rd of each month  

via email to doreenmassin@aol.com 
 

Preferred formats are attachments using  
Word (.doc) or simple text (.txt) files. 

We can also copy & paste from the body of an email. 
 

Doreen Massin, Content Coordinator, 347-556-8661 
Ronnie Sciullo, Editor, 386-299-3837 
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PRAYERS FOR PEACE AND HEALING 

People who are touched by illness, deaths, hospitalizations and shut-ins. 

 ADDRESS PHONE 

Sue Broman 
509 White Coral Lane 
New Smyrna Beach, FL 32168 

386-804-6797 

Cindy Carlin 
1310 Palmetto St. 
New Smyrna Beach, FL  32168  

386-320-2804 

Oliver Chiapco 
1703 Frogs Leap Ct 
Port Orange, FL 32128 

386-761-4057 

Judy Ebert 
1279 Houston St, Apt 807 
Melbourne, FL 32935 

573-239-9083 

Edwenna Hall 
1908 Royal Palm Drive 
Edgewater, FL 32141 

386-423-2752 

Ronnie Hartwell 
2420 Taylor Road 
New Smyrna Beach, FL 32168 

 

Lyn Helppie 
11102 Lymestone Ct. 
New Smyrna Beach, FL 32168  

 

George Hopper 
PO Box 352 
Edgewater, FL 32132  

386-426-6884 

Germaine Lambert 
2031 Porto Blvd 
New Smyrna Beach, FL  32168  

 

Judy Lawson 
101 N. Riverside Dr, #310 
New Smyrna Beach, FL 32168 

 

Sandra McKinnon 
101 N. Riverside Drive, #201 
New Smyrna beach, FL 32161 

386-427-6359 

Debbie Smith 
Port Orange Rehab Ctr, Rm 171 
5600 Victoria Gardens Blvd 
Port Orange, FL 3212 

 



The United Voice, Sep 2019, UCCNSB 

 

We are an Open and Affirming Church. We welcome all into the full life and ministries of 
the church irrespective of race, gender, age, creed, sexual orientation, gender identity 

and expression, socio-economic status, and mental and physical disabilities.  We 
celebrate the image of God in every person. 

 

Our mission is to do justice, seek peace, and love all as Christ loves. 

Sunday Worship Service at 10:00 a.m.  
Youth Sunday School at 10:00 a.m. 
service  (Nursery available) 

 

Communion is celebrated every 
Sunday 

 

Bible Study Sunday 9:00 a.m.  
Conference Room in Community Hall 

 

Prayer Group Monday 4:00-5:00 p.m.  
Pastor’s Office  

21 


