
The United Voice, July 2020, Vol 20 Iss 6           

The United Church of Christ    ●    203 Washington Street    ●    New Smyrna Beach, Florida  32168-7042 
Rev. Dr. Diane Langworthy    ●    Cell: 386-847-0883    ●    Email:  mytoadhill@hotmail.com 

Message from Pastor Diane 
Dear Ones, 
 

 Jesus told his disciples that He was giving them a new commandment to, “Love one another,” He 
said, “Just as I have loved you, you should also love one another. By this everyone will know that you 
are my disciples, if you have love for one another.” (John 13:34-35) Can people recognize us easily as 
Jesus’ disciples? In this time where folks whose skin is darker are saying, “Our experiences with police 
are fraught with danger. Excessive force can make simple traffic stops fatal. And neighbors eye us with 
suspicion. We are falsely targeted; accused, for example, of breaking into our own homes or stealing 
our own cars.” Is our response loving? When parents like the parents of Trayvon Martin and Ahmaud 
Arbery have their children killed simply walking home with Skittles or taking a morning jog. When we 
can see videos of a handcuffed man with the life being squeezed out of him, when we can see video of 
an unarmed young man attacked by three armed vigilantes and slaughtered because of his skin color, do 
we MOVE to CHANGE ANYTHING? What about beginning with ourselves? What about using 
whatever ability we have to educate ourselves, to listen, really listen and follow the lead of activists who 
ask us to make a difference?  
 
 Empathy is integral to the power to love. In James 2:14-17 we hear, clearly, “What good is it, my 
brothers and sisters, if you say you have faith but do not have works? Can faith save you? If a brother or 
sister is naked and lacks daily food, and one of you says to them, ‘Go in peace; keep warm and eat your 
fill,’ and yet you do not supply their bodily needs, what is the good of that? So faith by itself, if it has no 
works, is dead.” Is our faith, our LOVE dead? Faith and love cannot be on bedrest… at least not if we 
are following Jesus… follow implies movement! Jesus does not fail to lead! So if we have access to 
clear information about excessive force from police and even civilians that is disproportionately 
experienced by folks with skin that is a different shade from our own, can followers of Christ simply 
turn away and avoid “politics”? Empathy involves listening. How many black folks can reach us with 
their voices? Are we listening? Do we presume we know or understand without reading more, watching 
more speakers online, etc. Can we love folks we don’t hear?  
 
 I’ve had a number of conversations lately with people who think the “big” issue is not really racism. 
(These folks are white, who think there is an “overreaction” to the problem of racism.) Is it loving to 
discount the experiences and feelings of others? That was a trick question! I remember the KKK 
papering the driveways of folks who live on the west side of New Smyrna Beach with threatening 
flyers. None were left beachside or in my part of town.  (I’ve only lived in Florida for six years so that is 
within recent history.) Also, I do not know a single child of color (including children whose parents 
were from India) who has had a school experience ANYWHERE, north or south, that has been free 
from hearing the N word. And why did I (and probably you too) grow up hearing a charming little story 
about how George Washington had wooden teeth when what he really had were teeth ripped out of the 
mouths of his slaves to improve his comfort?! George Washington is famous for the “I cannot tell a lie” 
story, but there have certainly been a number of lies told on his behalf! Can we begin to realize that our 
“shared” American history is not quite as clearly shared as we would like to think? How can we relearn 
the WHOLE TRUTH of our history for the sake of love? 
 Pastor’s Message continued… 

 “Never place a period where God has 
placed a comma!. 

- Gracie Allen 
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 Looking away can be an option for some folks, but not for folks who know the love of Christ. Jesus was 
willing to go to the cross for us. Is holding a sign in the Florida heat for sixty minutes really that impossible? 
Do black lives matter to Jesus? He didn’t tell about a good shepherd who would never leave the 99 sheep 
behind because “all sheep matter.” Of course, they matter, but they could jolly well protect themselves while 
the good shepherd lifted up the ONE who was imperiled. The good shepherd paid extra attention to the one 
who was hurting most because that is HOW LOVE WORKS!  

 
 What can we do to live and move and ACT in love for our neighbors? We are not called to pretend we 
don’t see the beautiful array of skin colors our Creator provided. We are called to CELEBRATE this diversity 
just as passionately as we CELEBRATE a diversity of sexual orientation and gender expression. Our rainbow 
inclusion happened because we LISTENED to the life experiences of folks who are different from us. We 
marched with signs. We wrote letters to members of congress. We voted for people who supported equal 
marriage rights… because we could see the movement of God’s love among us. It is time to keep looking and 
figure out, every week, what we can DO to move and act in the love we claim.  
 
 I look at the trusting faces of my beloved grandchildren and I understand the sacred responsibility Christ 
shares today. We were made for a time like this!  
 

  In Christ’s Love, 

     
   Pastor Diane 
 
 
  

 

We are an Open and Affirming Church. We welcome all into the full life and ministries of 
the church irrespective of race, gender, age, creed, sexual orientation, gender identity and 

expression, socio-economic status, and mental and physical disabilities.   
We celebrate the image of God in every person. 

 

Our mission is to do justice, seek peace, and love all as Christ loves. 

DURING THE CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC 
ALL WORSHIP SERVICES WILL 

BE CONDUCTED VIA  
ZOOM ONLINE MEETING 

 
Sunday Worship Service at 10:00 a.m.  
Communion is celebrated every Sunday 
 

Check your e-mail for the invite.   

Please contact the office for information on other 
meetings (386) 428-2352 

Pastor’s Message continued… 
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Shawn Proctor,  
Our “New Member in Discernment” 

 
 

 

It was a joy for our church council to vote, last month, to approve Shawn as 
a “member in discernment” and refer him, with pride, to our Florida 
Conference Committee on Ministry. Being a member in discernment means 
that  
  a.) you are a member of a local church and  

  b.) that you are exploring the possibility of answering a call to  
  become an ordained minister and  

  c.) your local church acknowledges your gifts and supports your  
  journey of exploration. 

 
We have been blessed a number of times with hearing Shawn preach during 
worship. It has been a great kindness that he steps up and shares his 
preaching skills when Pastor Diane is on vacation. Additionally, he offers his 
gifts of musicianship and singing to support our worship service on many 
Sundays. Shawn has been active in the choir (remember the good old pre-
pandemic days when we had choir? Sigh). Shawn also helps lead the Surf’s 
Edge Youth Group. Shawn has led Bible studies for us and has been a prayer 
group member as his work schedule permits. He is this active while 
maintaining seminary studies AND a full-time job! Phew! I’m sure you are 
NOT surprised that our council was honored to approve his recommendation 
so he can take the next step.  
 
As Shawn continues on this path, he will complete seminary (very soon), he 
will complete a ton of paperwork for the Florida Conference and he will have 
meetings with the Committee on Ministry and they will assign a mentor from 
their committee to help him through the process. We will support him on this 
journey with encouragement and prayer. What a blessing that God brought 
Shawn and his precious family to us at this time. It is a power-filled gift for 
a church to be able to walk beside someone who is taking such a journey in 
Christ. It is a sighting of the Holy Spirit that Shawn could consider such an 
undertaking while he is moving closer to Christ beside us!  
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This past Wednesday we gathered on Zoom and had an informative session 
resulting from our individual explorations on the topics of white privilege / 
systemic racism and “white fragility”.  To be informed about difficult truths 
may not provide distinct pathways toward changes or making what is wrong…
right and yet change must arise from the germination and dissemination of 
difficult truths.  We are an intrepid and courageous group!  Moving in and 
through very difficult territory even when it doesn’t feel…good! 
We value everyone’s presence and insights.  Our group has decided to explore 
both print media and film.   

After taking a brief holiday break, we will resume on Wednesday July 15th with 
the schedule as follows: 

Wednesday, July 15th:  Discussion of the book, Talking To Strangers, by 
Malcolm Gladwell.   

Wednesday, July 22nd:  New film release of:  John Lewis: Good Trouble, a 
new biopic about Rep. John Lewis of Georgia.  It will be released on July 3rd, 
on various streaming platforms.  Be prepared to pay per view. (See next page 
for UCC.org opportunity to view) 

Wednesday, July 29th:  Discussion of the book, The Fire Is Upon Us:James 
Baldwin and William F. Buckley and the Debate over race in America by 
Nicholas Buccola.  This is a recent publication with compelling insights on a 
debate which was held at Cambridge in the UK in 1955 between Baldwin and 
Buckley.   

Both books are available online.  Gladwell’s book should be available through the 
Public Library. 

Please keep an eye out for a Zoom invitation early in the week of July 15th! 
 

Your servants in Christ,  

Marcia Naugle and Debby Hughes 
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Notices / Events / Cancellations 
 

Every Sunday—ZOOM Worship 10:00 a.m.  - contact the Office to be added to invite 
 
Every Wednesday via ZOOM  
 Teens-in-Action   4:30 p.m.—contact Pam Hopper for more info 
 Surf’s Edge   6:00 p.m.– contact Tammy Cote for more info 
 Fellowship Discussion 7:00 p.m.— contact Debby Hughes/Marcia Naugle for   
      more info (See pages 5 & 6) 

 
Jul  8  Wednesday 2:00pm Worship Committee Meeting 
Jul 12  Sunday 4 til gone Drive-Thru Rib Dinner $10 Fund Raiser at NSB UCC 
Jul 13  Monday   9:00am Men’s Breakfast (check with others to confirm) 
                   11:00am Finance Meeting (Zoom) 
                    4:30pm Council Meeting (Zoom) 
 
Jul 16 Thursday 6-9 East Coast Cruisers meeting in Community Hall 
Aug 20 Thursday         Life-line Screening in Community Hall  
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      May  Year-to-Date 
 Collections and other income     11,999      93,695 
 Payroll and other expenses        14,724      86,796 
    Net              -2,725        6,899 
 

Fortunately, the May drive-in food fundraiser was a huge success and helped keep our budget 
only slightly into the RED.  The 2nd drive-in food fundraiser in June was also a great success and 
there is another one planned for July.  Please keep enjoying the good food while you support the 
church. Some members have been generous enough to cover the cost of the food so that every 
dollar collected is income.   A BIG thank you to all of you that make these fundraisers a part of 
our spirited fellowship and fiscal success. 
 
Our great thrift store was closed in May but reopened on June 16 which means another source of 
income for our church and a step back towards “normal”.   
 
July will be a challenge because a quarterly insurance bill (over $4,000) is due.  If anybody has 
any ideas about how to pay for this extra expense, please step up or speak up. 
 
With our continuing commitment to giving, we’ll get through this. Our membership has actually 
GROWN during this crisis. God is encouraging and challenging us to keep the faith, try new things 
and pray for an amazing future. 
 
Thank you all for the extraordinary efforts and support of our preciouse church and church 
family.    MAY GOD BLESS US ALL! 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

8 

By Hal Francis 

Our Thrift Store re-opened on Tuesday June 16, 2020 
operating normal business hours Tuesday thru Saturday from 

9:30 a.m.—3:00 p.m.  NO DONATIONS ARE BEING ACCEPTED 
AT THIS TIME.   

All customers and volunteers are required to wear face masks and use the hand 
sanitizer available frequently.  We are happy to say that 99% of our customers 

have gladly complied; others turned around and left.  If for some reason 
customers do not have their own mask, we will sell them one for $0.50.  All 

customers and volunteers have been overwhelmed with the ‘new look’ of the 
store and were very happy to be back! 

Anyone who is interested in volunteering should contact Frances Baker at the 
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COUNCIL 
O 
R 
N 
E 
R 

 
 

Council Meeting Summary   June 8, 2020 
Attendees: 

 
 Absent: J. Buchanan & D. Coleman – Outreach, Colors of Hunger, H. Francis, Finance 

 
Sammie called the meeting to order at 4:35 pm.  Pastor opened the meeting with prayer.  Sammie established a quorum 
was present. Pastor will be on vacation (self-quarantining) from June 15 – 28 as her son and grandchildren will be here for 
the summer.  Shawn will be preaching those Sundays. 
 

Pastor reported there was great turnout for the “Black Lives Matter” peaceful protest held on Sunday. Pastor announced that 
Shawn Proctor who has been working toward becoming an ordained minister is passionate about combining his mental 
health awareness training with his ministry.  Pastor is proposing that we submit Shawn to the UCC as our chosen candidate 
to participate with our church in a 4-way covenant.   Motion made (D. Williams), seconded (D. Massin) and unanimously 
passed. 
 

Sammie revisited the discussion as to whether it is time to open the sanctuary.  After much discussion, council agreed that 
safety of the congregation is of utmost importance, CDC guidelines must be adhered to and all felt that it was too soon due 
to the recent spike in COVID cases. Motion was made to defer decision to next month with discussion (F. Baker, D. 
Hughes). Motion carried unanimously. 
 

Tom shared the financial reports and noted that for the month of May we are just about $2,800 in the red. In light of the 
circumstances surrounding the pandemic, this is basically good news.  We expect to post another $2,500 income for the 
BBQ Rib Drive Thru Dinner which was such a great success we sold out in approximately an hour.  John has promised a 
repeat performance in July with an increase in meals prepared by 30% and on a first come first served basis…so plan to 
come early if you missed out! 
 

Frances presented a plan for the re-opening of the Thrift Store on Tuesday, June 16.  Operation will be on normal days and 
normal hours (Tue-Sat; 9:30-3:00).  There will be three (3) volunteers who - must wear masks. Volunteers will be a cashier, 
a roving cleaner and a customer greeter at the door, to insure they have masks and use sanitizer.   All customers must wear 
masks – if they do not have one they can buy one for $.50 and must use hand sanitizer before entering. There will never be 
more than 6 customers in the store at one time.  Frances will monitor this process and if necessary make changes that will 
insure the safety of all volunteers and customers.  All policies will be posted visibly on the exterior of the Thrift Store and 
inside.  Emails will be sent to all volunteers and they can either opt in or out.  Emails will also be sent to the more than 200 
customers on the preferred customer list.  After lively discussion, a motion was made to accept Frances proposal for re-
opening (D. Massin, D. Williams); the motion carried 8 in favor; 2 against. 
 

Frances also raised a question of when it might be appropriate to purchase new windows for the Thrift Store.  Currently, the 
window broken during the last robbery is still not replaced (the pane and frame were damaged).  George indicated that 
replacing the windows in the front of the Thrift Store would cost approximately $2,500. Tom made a motion that George 
pursue getting the windows replaced in the front of the Thrift Store, George seconded.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 

Ronnie made a motion to adjourn; Doreen seconded.  All agreed. 
Pastor said a closing prayer and the meeting was adjourned at 5:55 p.m.    
Minutes respectfully submitted by Ronnie Sciullo. 

S. Hartwell 
Moderator 

D. Langworthy 

Pastor 
D. Hughes 

Vice Moderator 
R. Sciullo 

Secretary 
T. Besaw 

Finance 

D. Williams & R. Williams 

Worship/AV 
D. Massin 

Membership 
A. Lewis 

Christian Ed 

G. Smith & C. Cote 

Property 
D. Leblanc & B. Peterson 

Hospitality 
F. Baker 
Thrift Store 

S. Proctor 
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SWEET SMELL OF RIBS WAFTING IN THE AIR... 
 

On Sunday, June 5th, essentially, the same crew of workers arrived at UCC 
NSB feeling as though it would be a great day!  We planned for the threat of 
rain but were prepared to get wet over the 2 hour period we were serving.   
 
Our first customer came at 3;50pm.  A bit early but we just waved her 
through.  After a short wait, she was served and by the time the first her car 
exited the parking lot, there was a steady flow of customers.  John and 
Donnie’s Rib Dinner is so awesome that many of the customers were not 
satisfied to buy one or two meals but chose to buy for the freezer, for their 
families, their neighbors and friends.  That said, we surely didn’t get wet from 
the weather but we did SELL OUT (270 meals) in ONE HOUR.   
 
MORAL: They who hesitate shall get no ribs! 
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By Ronnie Sciullo 
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Prayers for: 
 

 Linda Rodgers who is dealing with serious asthma 

 Carolyn Cote who is recovering from follow-up surgery 

 Pat Miller’s partner Jen; Gail Besaw’s sister Sherry; Scooter’s sister 

MaryAnne; Glad’s sister;  George Hopper’s sister and all those who 
are wrestling with cancer 

 Rusty (Marilyn Morelli’s sister) and all family and friends of those 

wrestling with Covid-19 and those who respond and care for them  

 Those living alone in these challenging times 

 Those living at assisted living or nursing homes and cannot not receive 
visitors 

 People struggling with mental health and addiction issues 

Prayer Requests: 
 

Contact Gerie Spencer at 386-423-4143, she will arrange to have your prayer 
added to our Prayer Group and the UCC Prayer Chain. 
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Send your cards of love and support to. . . 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Gifts of Love Food Bank:   
 
Our local community foodbank continues 
to serve those In need in New Smyrna 
Beach, Edgewater and Oak Hill.  
 

They need our help! Contact them to 

donate food or send contributions: 
820 W Park Avenue, Edgewater, FL 32132 
Phone: (386)  423-5257  

Open Tues and Thurs 9am—2pm 
 
Important NSB UCC Contacts: 

Pastor Diane Langworthy -  

Cell: 386-847-0883 / email: mytoadhill@hotmail.com 
 

Office (currently forwarded to Ronnie’s Cell)- 

Phone: 386-428-2352 / email: newsmyrnabeachucc@gmail.com 
 

Finance - 

Confidential Email: uccnsbfin@gmail.com 

Linda Bishop Brilliance Assisted Living 
699 N. Dixie Freeway 
NSB FL 32168 

Cindy Carlin 1310 Palmetto Street 
NSB FL 32168 

Judy Ebert Chateau Madeleine 
205 Hardoon Lane 
Melbourne FL 32940 

The Lambert 
Family 

2031 Porto Blvd 
NSB FL 32168 

Debbie Smith Port Orange Rehab Center 
5600 Victoria Gardens, Room 171  
Port Orange, FL 32128 

Walma Taylor Country Side Lakes 
941 Village Trail 
Port Orange, FL 32127 

Diana 
Vanderbilt 

Brilliance Assisted Living 
2010 S. Ridgewood Ave 
Edgewater, FL 32141 
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