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Dear Ones, 
 

A new year! 2019! I remember figuring out that I would be 45 
when we reached the year 2000 and I was SO DISAPPOINTED 
because I would be too old to have fun! Sigh. I was in high school 
when I did the math and by now, I am thinking 2020 will be a fun-
filled year to anticipate! There is nothing like a little time to 
change one’s perspective. 2019 should be an awesome lead up! 
“Too old” is such an evolving concept.  

 
Our grandson Vincent (now a 10 year old “preteen”) was 

always wise beyond his years. He once appraised relative 
“oldness”. When he was little, around two, we visited my Mom, 
who was his Great Grandmother. I was his Gamma, but then he 
had to learn the expression Great Gamma (Gamma is what 
grandmothers are called in my family). I joked that now that he 
knew he had a Great Gamma, I had become the “not-so-great-
gamma”! He said, “Great Gamma is REALLY GREAT! But I call 
her great because she is really old, right Gamma?”  

 
“Well,” I answered, “She is great for LOTS of reasons: she’s 

fun; she always has rainbow sprinkles for ice cream at her house; 
she loves to read kids books and she is a terrific snuggler and she 
knows the best places for adventures…”  

 
“Yes,” agreed Vincent, “She is great because she is good, but 

she is really old too, right Gamma?” I had to agree.  
 
“What about me,” I asked. 
 
“You do great things, but you are NOT a Great Gamma, 

because you are not really old!” 
 
“I’m not?” I asked, liking how this was going. 
 
“No,” said Vincent, “You are not old. You are seasoned, right 

Gamma?!” Where did that kid get his language?! I loved it. I will 
be a Great Gamma someday, God willing, but not too soon! In the 
meantime, I am seasoned!  
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Pastor’s Message continued… 
 

God knows how to put seasoned, and really old folks to good use! My brother-in-law, Jim, is in his 80’s 
and still volunteering overnight in a cold weather shelter in the Washington, D.C. area. His daughter has 
tried to talk him into “retiring”, but he questions whether God has a retirement policy. I agree that it is 
sketchy. I am mindful that Dorcas (Greek translation of her name) or Tabitha (the Aramaic version of her 
name), is an elderly woman in Acts 9:38-41. She works passionately, making clothes for the poor and finally 
dies. Paul comes along and revives her… back to work again! So, I am not thinking that my brother-in-law 
can “retire” as long as he can make it to the cold weather shelter!  

 
In our church we have a number of seasoned (and some GREAT) older folks who are working their 

hearts out, as God calls them, for the sustenance, nurture and well being of our church. This is the way of 
the church. Soon we will read again the story of Simeon (elderly) and Anna (84) who are inspired by the 
Spirit to recognize eight-day old baby Jesus as the Messiah when his parents bring him to the temple. Luke 
2:25-38 God did not inspire young, up and coming professionals, or middle-aged intellectuals to notice 
Jesus… God reached two of the oldest folks at the temple that day and they understood the importance of 
the nudge they received. Our older folks are seasoned, nudge-receivers, and this is a significant way God 
guides our church.  

 
What about God’s purpose for our little ones? Loren Harmon said it best the other week in a sighting 

of the Holy Spirit. He said that when he was trying to read a part of the message for that Sunday and there 
was a little one (Mallory Snyder, rightly proud of her toddling and stair climbing) moving up and down 
and all around there were tears in his eyes because he realized the importance of that little child, beloved, 
as an example Christ placed down in the midst of us, just as He did so long ago when He said, “Whoever 
welcomes one of these little children in my name welcomes me…"  

 
Older folks, younger parents, little ones… God helps us feel and acknowledge the Holy Spirit in and 

through EACH OTHER! So, yes, I am really excited about this new year and the next one, God willing. I 
can’t wait to experience the ways we are nudged to grow together!  

 
    In Christ’s Love, 
        

     Pastor Diane 
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Photos by Gerie Spencer 

By Doreen Massin 

 
What a joyous fun event the Church 
Greening was. On Dec 1, the first day of 
Advent, our church family gathered to 
prepare our sanctuary for Christmas.  
 
Judi and Anna, John and Donny made sure 
that there was coffee, tea and hot chocolate. 
Bobby Lambert and George Smith made 
sure we had all the trimming and ladders 
ready. 
 
Mark had the music flowing and got 
everyone’s spirit going. And all our 
Christmas elves, about 30 in total, brought 
wonderful goodies, cookies and cakes. It was 
just such a fun event. 
 
Folks brought so many goodies on Saturday, 
we served them again on Sunday so our 
congregation could also taste these yummy 
treats. At Sunday service our church 
members put the final touches on the UCC 
Christmas tree – each member bringing 
their own special ornament to adorn on our 
tree. 
 
We’ll have our “de-greening” party on 
January 12th– so those of you who missed 
the first event, get another chance to feel the 
love and joy of  your church family. 
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...Hope ...Love 

...Joy ...Peace 

Photos by Diane Williams 
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Photos by Diane Williams 
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Photos by Diane Williams 
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The Christmas spirit was alive and very present on Christmas Eve Day, when 
John & Donny created a fantastic holiday event for so many that would not 
have had a joyous Christmas.  This marked the sixth year that UCC presented a 
huge, traditional Christmas dinner including turkey and baked ham, mashed 
potatoes, stuffing, green beans garnished with bacon (yum), broccoli with 
cheese sauce, home-made cranberry salad, rolls and butter.  
 

John and Donny had been planning and working on this Christmas celebration 
for a year – gathering toys for kids, toiletries, clothing, warm coats, blankets, 
and many useful items for our under served community.   Being an eye-witness 
to this event, there was so much love and joy felt by our guests,  I know they 
felt the care of our community and were so appreciative of all of our efforts to 
provide them a wonderful Christmas meal.  Many diners told us, this was the 
best Christmas ever.  And the First United Methodist Church Coordinator and 
Hot Meals organizer, Suzie, let us know that it was the best event that she had 
been connected with while working with the Hot Meals Program. 
 

It was hard to tell who was having more fun and joy – the many volunteers 
who worked so hard or the guests.  Thank you John and Donny! 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

(Due to privacy issues, we cannot share photos are our diners.) 

Photos by Doreen Massin 

By Doreen Massin 
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Have you ever been given a book to read by a friend, looked them in the eye, smiled and said 
“Why Thanks!” knowing full well the book will be the next coffee table ornament, coaster or 
just plain dust collector?  That is, until you muster up the nerve to hand it back to its owner 
expressing your overwhelming appreciation and a few insights you’ve gleaned from the inside 
cover or back page! 
 

Well, my experience, I thought would be similar when our dear Gary Smith gave me a book 
telling me it was GREAT!  The book is “The Wawa Way”.  (Yep, you guessed it Gary and 
Debbie Smith are from Pennsylvania, the home of Wawa!) What I realized when I finally 
submitted and began reading a bit about the company, is how important the gift of ‘serving’ is 
in all organizations but most importantly in OUR CHURCH.  And, the fact is that serving must 
come from the top!  
 

You can’t get much more at the “top” than Jesus who was the certain inspiration for the Wawa 
executives as scripture teaches us...  

“You’ve observed how godless rulers throw their weight around,” he said, “and when 
people get a little power how quickly it goes to their heads. It’s not going to be that way 
with you. Whoever wants to be great must become a servant. Whoever wants to be first 
among you must be your slave. That is what the Son of Man has done: He came to serve, 
not to be served—and then to give away his life in exchange for many who are held 
hostage.” (Mark 10:42-45) 

 

So, what defines a good servant leader?  A servant-leader focuses primarily on the growth and 
well-being of people and the communities to which they belong. The servant-leader shares 
power, puts the needs of others first and helps people develop and perform as highly as 
possible. Are you a servant leader or do you just come to Church on Sunday and enjoy coffee 
hour and go home? 
 

We are blessed that our Pastor and Moderator understand and demonstrate servant leadership.  
Additionally, there are many “silent” servant leaders among us...you may be sitting next to one 
at worship or sharing a snack with them at coffee hour.  As we move into a new year with new 
challenges and opportunities let us pray that all our leaders, new and continuing,  will embrace 
servant leadership as well for the good of our Church.   
 

I invite you to take a look at all the committees and activities featured in this and other editions 
of the VOICE and see where you think you might be able to fit in and share your gifts in 
serving OUR church.   
 

 

By Ronnie Sciullo 
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COUNCIL 
O 
R 
N 
E 
R 

Finance– Gary Smith 

Moderator — Sammie Hartwell Vice Moderator — Debby Hughes 

Worship — Deb Jackson & Gladys Starkey 

Council Secretary—Ronnie Sciullo 
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COUNCIL 
O 
R 
N 
E 
R 

Membership — Liz Incardone 

Hospitality—Dave LeBlanc & Bill Peterson 

Christian Education — Alice Lewis 

Thrift Store Manager — Frances Property  — George Smith 
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The Holy Spirit Is With Us 
 

The teens and I have felt the Holy Spirit this Christmas season MORE than 
usual. December is our busiest time of year. Starting with helping with the 
Community Thanksgiving Dinner to hosting the annual Beacon Shelter 
Resident Christmas Party (Formerly the Domestic Abuse Council).   
 
Usually we get 60-80% of our gifts for the children at the shelter from the 
Community Toy Party. This year - there was no toy party. So, after 
discussing this with Pastor Diane and Sammie, Sammie offered to let us 
use the Congregation’s Angel Christmas tree that each year she uses to help 
with the Gifts of Love Christmas gifts for needy families. The Holy Spirit 
right there with us.   On the tree we placed the ages and sexes of children 
who would be at the shelter party. As I discussed the details about this 
effort, I mentioned that each year we give each woman in the shelter a $10 
gift card to Walmart, Pastor Diane said, “It should be $20.”. (We had 
originally decided just to buy the children gifts and forego the gift card). 
AND, that week I was the lucky one—the Holy Spirit right flowing 
around, through and with me! 
 
As I was getting ready for youth group, my son asked what we were doing 
and gave me some money, then his friend came over to pick him up for 
movies and Wade said “Give my Mom twenty dollars…” And he did! Then 
I heard him telling Buddy on the way out what it was for. The Holy Spirit 
right there with us. 
 
We placed the angels on the tree at our next meeting. As we were cutting 
out angels we talked about what was going on the kids’ lives, talked about 
Mary and Jesus and how hard their life had to be. The Holy Spirit right 
there with us.  
 
As gifts and gift cards came in the following week it was truly amazing. 
Money for the food came from the congregation, friends and the Lutheran 
Vybrant Group. The Holy Spirit right there with in our community.  But 
the majority of the Holy Spirit was circulating right here at the United 
Church of Christ! You came through with such an amazing outpouring of  

Teens In Action News continued... 

by Pam Hopper 
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love and gifts that I was actually turning people down towards the end of 
the two week period. WOW! The Holy Spirit IS here among us, around 
us and working through us.  
 
The party was a bit chaotic; they were filled to overflowing. People were 
standing up eating! We had subs, meatballs, chicken tenders, chips and dip, 
veggies, fruit and punch, along with delicious Reese’s cup brownies, 
chocolate chip cookies and of course, Christmas Sugar Cookies.  Mrs. 
Lambert (Bobby’s mom) sent in goody bags for all the residents and staff – 
she is so kind to us!  
 
We have really been moving around here with that Holy Spirit! Let’s 

keep it going for 2019!  Happy New Year to everyone! 

Teens In Action News continued... 

Photos by Pam Hopper 
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Well the New Year is starting and we all have some new ideas for ourselves.  We may 
call them New Years Resolutions or something else but it is meant to create a change in 
ourselves, a good change naturally. 
 
Whatever it is, start slowly and progress in steps.  That old adage "no pain - no gain" is 
not true!  Too much pain usually results in stopping the new activity. If you want to 
walk a mile a day but have been only walking to the car and back twice a week, then 
start with a half block once a day and work up in small increments. Same with dieting-
-most people can eat most foods in moderation and/or occasionally. Start with portion 
control - if you normally eat 2 cups cut it down to 1 1/2 then to 1 cup over a few 
weeks.   
 
Drastic reductions make you weak and will cause you to abandon your efforts. If your 
doctor suggests a specific reduction such as salt, work on that using approved 
techniques such as spices and reading labels for quantity and serving sizes.  Serving 
size is very important. Go slow and stick to it -- if it causes a lot of discomfort, your 
success will be in danger so Slow and Steady is your new year plan! 
 
We have had a number of people come forward and volunteer to help our members by 
driving them to doctor appointments, shopping and providing a few hours of 
respite care for our members needing care.   
 
We have had the consistent support of Doreen Massin, Liz Incardone, and Loren and 
Mary Harmon. Our newest volunteers just added this month are Gary Smith, Dorothy 
Cresswell and Dusty Miller. We are so appreciative of all who are willing to help our 
fellow members. Thank you all! 
  
Again, Happy New Year and good luck with your health improvement efforts! 

By Charlotte Hinson 
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Photo by Diane Williams 
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CARING FOR EACH OTHER                                                                         
 
CARD MINISTRY—To request a get well, sympathy or thinking of you card be sent contact 
Charlotte Hinson at chinson2513@aol.com or 386-679-2939.  
  
NEED TRANSPORTATION ASSISTANCE? - contact Doreen Massin at 347-556-8661  
 
A SPECIAL PRAYER REQUEST? - contact Gerie Spencer at jspencer7@cfl.rr.com to get 
your request on the  UCC Prayer Chain. 
 
WANT TO MAKE A MONETARY GIFT TO THE CHURCH? - contact Gary Smith at (610) 613-
5886.  
 
CONTACT THE PASTOR and/or the CHURCH OFFICE - 

To inform the church about an illness, surgery, or hospitalization,  
contact Pastor Diane on her cell (386) 847-0883 or the Church Office at (386) 428-2352. 
 

 To receive home-bound communion or pastoral visit,  
 contact Pastor Diane on her cell (386) 847-0883 or the Church Office at (386) 428-2352. 

 
 To arrange for a baptism, wedding ceremony, renewal of vows, or memorials,  
 contact Pastor Diane on her cell (386) 847-0883 or the Church Office at (386) 428-2352. 
 
Pastor Contact Info: 

 Rev. Dr. Diane Langworthy   
 Cell: (386) 847-0883 
 Email: mytoadhill@hotmail.com 
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BIRTHDAYS 

 
 

 
    4    Gerie Spencer 

  16   Ron Hartwell 
  20   Fran Webber 
  30   Charlene Sparks 
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SUBMISSIONS FOR THE VOICE 
 

Please submit your articles  
ON or BEFORE the 23rd of each month  

via email to doreenmassin@aol.com 
 

Preferred formats are attachments using  
Word (.doc) or simple text (.txt) files. 

We can also copy & paste from the body of an email. 
 

Doreen Massin, Content Coordinator, 347-556-8661 
Ronnie Sciullo, Editor, 386-299-3837 

Cindy Carlin 1310 Palmetto St. New Smyrna Beach, FL  32168  

Oliver Chiapco 1703 Frogs Leap Ct. Port Orange, FL  32128  

Edwenna Hall 1908 Royal Palm Drive Edgewater, FL 32141 

Lyn Helppie 11102 Lymestone Ct. New Smyrna Beach, FL 32168  

George Hopper PO Box 352 Edgewater, FL 32132  

Deb Jackson &  
Gladys Starkey 

2100 N. Peninsula #110A New Smyrna Beach, FL 32169 

Maynard Kern 830 E 22nd Ave New Smyrna Beach, FL  32169  

Mark Koch 31 Sandra Circle New Smyrna Beach, FL 32168 

Germaine Lambert 2031 Porto Blvd New Smyrna Beach, FL  32168  

Judy Lawson 101 N. Riverside Dr, #310 New Smyrna Beach, FL 32168 

Debbie Smith Port Orange Rehab Ctr, Rm 171 
5600 Victoria Gardens Blvd 

Port Orange, FL 32129 

WE CARE!  
PRAYERS FOR PEACE AND HEALING 

We remember all caregivers as well!  
People who are touched by illness, deaths, hospitalizations  

and shut-ins are listed here monthly. 
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COLORING ART OF BIBLE BLESSINGS 
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CHILDREN’S COLORING PAGE 
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We are an Open and Affirming Church. We welcome all into the full life and ministries of 
the church irrespective of race, gender, age, creed, sexual orientation, gender identity 

and expression, socio-economic status, and mental and physical disabilities.  We 
celebrate the image of God in every person. 

 

Our mission is to do justice, seek peace, and love all as Christ loves. 

Sunday Worship Service at 10:00 a.m.  
Youth Sunday School at 10:00 a.m. 
service  (Nursery available) 

 

Communion is celebrated every 
Sunday 

 

Bible Study Sunday 9:00 a.m.  
Conference Room in Community Hall 

 

Prayer Group Monday 4:00-5:00 p.m.  
Pastor’s Office  
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