
The United Voice, June 2020, Vol 20 Iss 5           

The United Church of Christ    ●    203 Washington Street    ●    New Smyrna Beach, Florida  32168-7042 
Rev. Dr. Diane Langworthy    ●    Cell: 386-847-0883    ●    Email:  mytoadhill@hotmail.com 

Message from Pastor Diane 
Dear Ones, 
 

 My heart and stomach are sick. COVID-19 is starting to feel mild compared to the disease of racism 

and no mask will help us. On the contrary, for racism, taking off the masks must happen. We have masked 

our white privilege. We have masked the death by 1,000 cuts perpetrated on folks whose skin may be darker 

than ours, insisting they are “too sensitive” just “overreacting” and we have masked the forms of lynching 

that continue to this day. Taking off those masks has become essential. And if we are listening to the Holy 

Spirit at all we will not experience any peace of heart until this sacred unmasking has become integral to our 

daily life.  

 

 In the One Year Bible reading for May 29 (the day I wrote this) was Proverbs 16:8, “Better is a little 

with righteousness than much gain with injustice.” Anyone who saw any news today could hardly have 

missed the protesting and rioting in major cities across our country. Jesus pronounced blessing on those who, 

“Hunger and thirst for righteousness.” Hunger. Thirst. They are fundamental needs that cannot be denied. 

Our yearning for righteousness is meant to be that basic a motivation… it is part of how God made us and 

how we are called to come closer to the Creator. Jesus says that if we have that compelling a desire for 

righteousness we will be filled. Can we learn to hunger for justice and thirst for fairness with the all-

consuming passion of people who will die without it?  

 

 Can we learn this together? Because, clearly some people ARE dying, perhaps with a knee on their 

necks, their faces being ground into the pavement. Hungering and thirsting for justice, they cry out for their 

mothers, but no mother can save her son… no single mother… yet all we mothers could! All the mothers and 

all the fathers, all the brothers and sister, cousins, and aunts and uncles too…all of God’s children could 

experience one person’s hunger, one person’s death as a need that cannot be denied. We could. We can. 

Honestly, we were made for this!  

 

 Jesus was one person who relinquished power over to model power with. Jesus was killed by 

brutalizing authority that valued control, that valued wealth, rather than Truth and Justice. Jesus, Himself, 

hungered and thirsted for righteousness so much that He actually died for it. How can we follow Him? How 

can we know the kind of passion that will not be denied? How do we hold our own comfort more lightly so 

that we can begin to sense the discomfort of others?   

 
 

Pastor’s Message continued… 

 “Never place a period where God has 
placed a comma!. 

- Gracie Allen 
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 This Sunday, the last day in May, will be Pentecost Sunday! We will celebrate the birthday 

of the Christian church. We will celebrate the time when the Holy Spirit, the Comforter that Jesus 

promised, came upon the disciples. The Holy Spirit changed everything! People were empowered 

to speak languages they had never spoken before. Can this Pentecost Sunday set our hearts on fire 

with the kind of faith that learns new languages, that dares to hear, really hear, about experiences 

others have endured? Can we dare to care about other mothers’ children, so their cries don’t find 

our ears and our hearts unmoved? Can we learn to hear the language of grief when it is cried 

beyond our own doors?  
 

 On that first Pentecost the disciples were able to speak out in new ways that strangers could 

understand. People who were foreign to them could understand what they said. This Pentecost, it 

occurs to me that the gift of communication that we most lack today is the ability to LISTEN, to 

hear and understand experiences and injustices that have been foreign to us. Instead of doing the 

primary talking as those first disciples were called to do, maybe we are called to listen this time, 

to trust the Spirit to help us understand people whose lives have been different from our own. 

Let’s listen and learn, hungering and thirsting right beside them for the righteousness we all need. 

Then, as Jesus promised, and only then, we can be filled… together.  
 

  In Christ’s Love, 
    Pastor Diane 
 
 
  

 

We are an Open and Affirming Church. We welcome all into the full life and ministries of 
the church irrespective of race, gender, age, creed, sexual orientation, gender identity and 

expression, socio-economic status, and mental and physical disabilities.   
We celebrate the image of God in every person. 

 

Our mission is to do justice, seek peace, and love all as Christ loves. 

DURING THE CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC 
ALL WORSHIP SERVICES WILL 

BE CONDUCTED VIA  
ZOOM ONLINE MEETING 

 
Sunday Worship Service at 10:00 a.m.  
Communion is celebrated every Sunday 
 

Check your e-mail for the invite.   

Please contact the office for information on other 
meetings (386) 428-2352 

Pastor’s Message continued… 
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Pentecost Sunday 

 
 

 We always explain to the children that Pentecost is the birthday of the 
Christian Church! Before Pentecost, the disciples followed Jesus and muddled 
along, doing their best to understand what He was teaching them, and they tried 

to do what He modeled. They weren’t always the best listeners. (Funny how little 
people change over a couple thousand years!) Jesus tried to prepare them for 

both His death and His resurrection, but the whole suffering and dying part 
always made them change the subject. They just didn’t want to hear about it. 

So, when he actually did die, they were a mess.  
 
 Easter was not supposed to be a total shock, but it was. It took a while for 

Jesus’ resurrection to seem real, for the disciples to trust one another’s sightings 
and experiences, and then they didn’t get much time to adjust before Jesus left 

them again. He ascended into heaven so it wasn’t like they were exactly 
deserted, and He PROMISED He would send the Holy Spirit, the Comforter, but it 

was hard for them to feel confident. Nevertheless, just like Jesus’ forewarning 
about His suffering, death and resurrection, His promise to send the Holy Spirit 
was kept. Acts, chapter 2, tells all about it and we will read part of this in church 

Pentecost Sunday.  
 

 We say this is the church’s birthday because it was a dramatic moment of 
empowerment. The Holy Spirit came to those disciples like a rushing wind and it 

was hard for them to describe what they experienced, but as they recounted it 
they remembered that it was as if there were tongues of fire resting on each 

person… the big thing was that these people were suddenly able to communicate 
with people from foreign lands. No matter where they came from, travelers to 
Jerusalem heard the disciples speak to them in their own native languages. That 

was a miracle! And it, honestly, just keeps getting better from there. 
 

 The disciples faced threats and trials, but the kind of things that would send a 
normal person scampering under their bed no longer frightened them. From this 

time on, they KNEW God was with them. They still muddled along, and they still 
made some mistakes, but they made LESS mistakes and they were really brave. 
And now they were teachers, sharing everything Jesus had taught them and trying 

their best to live as Jesus had. They helped people have a relationship with God 
through the Holy Spirit… they shared their sightings of the Holy Spirit. In other 

words, they became a living, breathing church.  
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By Rev. Dr. Diane Langworthy 
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Notices / Events / Cancellations 
 

Every Sunday—ZOOM Worship 10:00 a.m.  - contact the Office to be added to invite 
Every Wednesday via ZOOM 
 Teens-in-Action   4:30 p.m.—contact Pam Hopper for more info 
 Surf’s Edge   6:00 p.m.– contact the Office for more info 
 Documentary Discussion 7:00 p.m.— contact Debby Hughes/Marcia Naugle for   
      more information 

 
 
Jun  7  Sunday 4-6 pm  Drive-Thru Rib Dinner $10 Fund Raiser at NSB UCC 
Jun 15  Monday (Tent.)   Thrift Store limited re-opening 
Aug 20  Thursday         Life-line Screening in Community Hall 
 
May 29      (POSTPONED) (Zoom) Mary Cuchetti in Concert  
June 6       (CANCELLED)            Vacation Bible School 
June 13-19 (CANCELLED)            Teen Mission Trip 
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MEETINGS 

Despite the coronavirus, the Teens are still meeting regularly online. This has 
been such a blessing at this time.  This is especially important for some of our 
members, as some are struggling with the quarantine even as a few of our teens 
seem to be thriving in this environment. Please pray for all our teens and 
especially the ones who are struggling. We are planning on continuing our book 
discussions as we are reading “Raising Hell: Christianity's Most Damaging 

Doctrine Under Fire”. The discussions will mostly be led by our wonderful 
Pastor, who introduced us to this book before the quarantine. 

MISSION TRIP  

The mission trip that was supposed to be… June 13-19 has been cancelled. Our 
congregation has always been super supportive financially for this annual event.  
We had bake sales, a Dining Out Raffle and a car wash planned. These things 
seem to be NOT the things to do right now. The teens are requesting that any 
money that would have been donated for our yearly mission trip, go directly to 
the church to help us through this crisis. Karen’s note, if there is one thing I 
have learned over the years, our church family is the most generous and are 
always willing to support our teens when the times come. Pam and I are proud 
that they feel this way about the contributions. They obviously feel the loving 
support they get from you all. 

BEACH CLEANUP 

Barring any more unforeseen circumstances, we are planning a beach cleanup in 
the middle of June, with social distancing gloves and masks. We are hoping to 
figure out a way to safely get a lunch or an ice cream treat afterwards. Our 
adopted mile of beach begins at Bethune Park and is the mile directly south, 
ending at the National Seashore Park.  

ALANA’S 14TH BIRTHDAY! 

The highlight of our month was the surprise drive by for Alana’s birthday! It 
was so wonderful to see her beautiful, smiling face as she stood at her fence 
and caught all the birthday wishes, both real and sent via air kisses! Alana is 
our youngest member and rarely misses a meeting. She will be high schooler 
next year!  
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Frances Baker, Manager of the Thrift Store, is pictured above with a paint roller as 
she works to give our UCC Thrift Store a “facelift” as we await the reopening of 

the store.  Debby Hughes, Thrift Store Volunteer and UCC Vice-Moderator, added an 
artfully painted ramp from the store to Community Hall as a stone mosaic.  Other 
volunteers practiced social distancing joining to help Frances build new displays 

and reorganize the store.  Donnie and John cleaned, waxed and polished the floors 
so they look shiny and new!   

Tentatively, the church council has approved a limited re-opening of the Thrift 
Store on June 15, 2020.  Assuming that date becomes firm, church members, 
volunteers and customers on the Thrift Store mailing list will receive our policies 

and requirements for reopening via email. In addition, our policy and requirements 
will be posted on the exterior doors of the Thrift Store, at the cash register and on 

the doorway to Community Hall. Stay tuned for more info! 

CLOSING 
Our teens are all doing the very best they can and we want to give them all credit, 
because none are going to the big end of the school celebrations. 
 
We have so missed having Bobby Lambert at our meetings and we are all praying 
for Bobby and his family, while his mother is in Hospice. Bobby has been a 
longtime volunteer and been on several mission trips, chaperoning the boys. 
 
Wishing everyone the best and please, if you have any teens in your life who might 
benefit from our group, no matter where in the world they are, please let Pam 
know – call 386-426-6884 or email  pakawahoschool@gmail.com 
 
Love and Wishes for Safety, Peace and Growing Closer to God, 

mailto:pakawahoschool@gmail.com
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UPDATE: Meatloaf Drive Thru Dinner—On Sunday May 3rd we held our first 
Drive-Thru Dinner.  We offered curb-side pickup at the church.  John and 
Donnie made their famous meatloaf, green beans, mashed potatoes with gravy 
and a roll.  There was a steady flow of cars throughout the 2 hours.  Here are 
some photos of those who supported the fundraiser.  We were able to raise 
more funds with fundraiser than have ever been raised at UCC NSB-over 
$2,400. 
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Documentary Discussions 
 Wednesdays! 
7:00 p.m. 

Wine? …  Optional!          Whine? …   Never!         Why? … Let’s talk about it! 
 

Help us launch an evening of fellowship via ZOOM … Homework is required!  You will be 
asked to watch a documentary/movie and be prepared to participate in a discussion via Zoom, 
anytime prior to the date scheduled. (We cannot screen any films in real time) 

 
During the inaugural launch in May, we will be discussing 4 documentaries which are sure to illicit 
a lively discussion. For most you will need a Netflix account, others are available on YouTube. 
 

Wednesday, June 3:  Migrant Workers  
 

Other Topics to be announced weekly…join us...it’s great fun! 

Enjoy the show and be prepared to dissect…dish…discuss and have some…. fun! 
 

If you have any suggestions or recommendations for future screenings, please contact 
either Debby Hughes - hugs333@att.net  or Marcia Naugle - menaugle@amplex.net   

 
 
 
 
 

Prayers for: 
 

 Linda Rodgers who is dealing with serious asthma 

 Carolyn Cote who is recovering from follow-up surgery 

 Roc Williams who is recovering from knee replacement surgery 

 Stephanie Falk (Journey’s Mom) and her wife, Malia, who just had 

twin boys Ace & Dom 

 Jen (Pat Miller’s partner) and Sherry (Gail Besaw’s sister) who are 
wrestling with cancer 

 Rusty (Marilyn Morelli’s sister) and all family and friends of those 

wrestling with Covid-19 and those who respond and care for them  

 Those living alone in these challenging times 

 Those living at assisted living or nursing homes and cannot not receive 

visitors 

 People struggling with mental health and addiction issues 

Prayer Requests: 
 

Contact Gerie Spencer at 386-423-4143, she will arrange to have your prayer 
added to our Prayer Group and the UCC Prayer Chain. 
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Send your cards of love and support to. . . 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Gifts of Love Food Bank:   
 
Our local community foodbank continues 
to serve those In need in New Smyrna 
Beach, Edgewater and Oak Hill.  
 

They need our help! Contact them to 

donate food or send contributions: 
820 W Park Avenue, Edgewater, FL 32132 
Phone: (386)  423-5257  

Open Tues and Thurs 9am—2pm 
 
Important NSB UCC Contacts: 

Pastor Diane Langworthy -  

Cell: 386-847-0883 / email: mytoadhill@hotmail.com 
 

Office (currently forwarded to Ronnie’s Cell)- 

Phone: 386-428-2352 / email: newsmyrnabeachucc@gmail.com 
 

Finance - 

Confidential Email: uccnsbfin@gmail.com 

Linda Bishop Brilliance Assisted Living 
699 N. Dixie Freeway 
NSB FL 32168 

Cindy Carlin 1310 Palmetto Street 
NSB FL 32168 

Judy Ebert Chateau Madeleine 
205 Hardoon Lane 
Melbourne FL 32940 

The Lambert 
Family 

2031 Porto Blvd 
NSB FL 32168 

Debbie Smith Port Orange Rehab Center 
5600 Victoria Gardens, Room 171  
Port Orange, FL 32128 

Walma Taylor Country Side Lakes 
941 Village Trail 
Port Orange, FL 32127 

Diana 
Vanderbilt 

Brilliance Assisted Living 
2010 S. Ridgewood Ave 
Edgewater, FL 32141 

 
The United Voice is published by the 
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New Smyrna Beach, FL 32168 

Pastor:  Rev. Dr. Diane Langworthy 
Ministers:  All members of the congregation 

Moderator:  Sammie Hartwell 

mailto:mytoadhill@hotmail.com
mailto:newsmyrnabeachucc@gmail.com
mailto:uccnsbfin@gmail.com

