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PASTOR’S MESSAGE 
Dear Ones, 

  
We are in the season of Lent and a Coronavirus scare.  Ash 

Wednesday Eve some of us were able to gather, considering our 
own mortality… which is the centering start of this season of 
preparation. It is God’s good plan for all that lives. We all want to 
get to heaven, but it turns out, most of us are not in a big hurry!  

  
We know that Jesus contemplated his own impending death 

during the days before Good Friday. He tried very hard to prepare 
His disciples for what was up ahead, but of course, they 
repeatedly refused to listen. During the season of Lent, we are 
called to realign our souls with God’s call, God’s gentle nudges, 
which are always life-giving even in the valley of the shadow of 
death. Also, recently we have had celebrations of life for two 
beloved church members, Maynard Kern and Edwenna Hall. At 
every celebration of life, we pray, “Help us to live as those who 
are prepared to die. And when our days here are accomplished, 
enable us to die as those who go forth to live, so that living or 
dying, our life may be in you, and that nothing in life or in in 
death will be able to separate us from your great love in Christ 
Jesus our Lord.”  

 
This sentiment is perfect until we are confronted with 

something like the coronavirus and then there is a tendency to 
jump off the deep end into full panic mode… or for the more 
moderate among us, semi-panic mode. There is a lot we don’t 
know about this virus threat. How many people have actually 
been infected? The truth is that we have no clue and our 
government is not prepared to test enough of us to get a decent 
handle on the current risk. Additionally, our country has many 
low wage workers (many of whom cobble together multiple jobs 
to try to keep a roof over their heads) without significant sick 
leave or family leave. This puts us at heightened risk from people 
who simply CANNOT follow advice to stay home when they are 
sick. Furthermore, many folks have little or no health insurance 
and will not be able to afford tests or treatment if and when they 
become broadly available. It turns out that we are only as strong 
as our weakest link. 
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Pastor’s Message continued… 
The good news is that our children are at VERY low risk. The information we have now shows that they 

are unlikely to be infected and if they are, they have about zero chance of dying. People 40-49 seem to get 
infected at roughly the same rate as folks who are 60-69. The difference is the rate at which people die. The 40-
49 year old group has folks who almost always survive the virus. It is significantly more dicey for folks age 60-
69 and up. And men seem to have a slightly higher risk than women. I personally take a lot of comfort in the fact 
that our young ones are, maybe not perfectly safe, but they are on encouragingly safer ground.  

 
But what about the rest of us? When we look around our church, we have a happy number of young folks 

who keep finding their way to us and sticking around, but the majority of us are in the 60+ category. So, what do 
we do? Some folks are wondering if it is safe to attend church. Each one of us will have to make our own best 
judgements. But I would suggest that it continues to be WAY safer than a trip to the grocery store, gas pump, 
doctor’s office or eating out or a million things folks will continue to do. What does church ADD to our strength 
and vitality?  

 
We ARE doing somethings to minimize the possibility of transmitting germs. For one thing, when we 

circle to sing, “Let There Be Peace on Earth” we will touch elbows instead of holding hands. And where at 
prayer time I usually say, “If you are sitting near someone’s hand whom you can hold…” I will instead say, “Let 
us hold hands in our hearts as we pray…” For communion we will use little individual cups of juice instead of a 
communal cup and our communion stewards will, with gloved hands, offer you the individual juice cup and a 
piece of bread. We won’t great each other with handshakes, but safer nods, smiles, etc. and, reluctantly, even I 
am going to stop giving actual hugs for a while and start hugging you in my heart (and PRAYERS). The heart 
and prayer hugging is a regular practice for me already, so I’ll just step it up a notch! Additionally, we’ve figured 
out that it would be wiser to bring our offering envelopes forward to place in the plate as we come up for 
communion, rather than pass a plate after communion. Minimizing touching the same surfaces is a key disease 
prevention measure. And as a group let’s remind ourselves to WASH OUR HANDS THOROUGHLY at every 
opportunity. It is the new way to love and care for one another!  

 
If you have ANY symptoms that could spread virus, like fever or sneezing or coughing (EVEN IF IT IS 

CAUSED BY A SIMPLE COLD OR ALLERGIES) please DO NOT come to church. Pray for and with us at 
home. This will be a loving way to decrease the germ load to which we are exposed.  

 
David LeBlanc is working on a phone tree so we will have a good way to be in touch with all of us.  If 

you are not yet a member but want to stay in the loop, make sure you call our office to leave your number! (And 
if you wish you were a member, just talk with me!) We are developing this phone tree so we can share important 
information and check up on each other, mindful that not all of us do email. Additionally, if you decide you do 
not dare to come to church because you are in a high-risk group due to health issues, please remember that the 
work of the church continues. Please continue giving even if you must be absent for a period. Your ongoing 
financial support of our ability to reach out and care for one another will be more important than ever!  

 
An important part of our work for Christ is staying in touch. Some of our members in nursing or assisted 

living facilities are experiencing “lock down”. They cannot have visitors and are requested not to leave for non-
essential purposes. Some may choose to continue church attendance during these days. Others will not. The rest 
of us need to up our number of phone check ins with these folks. We can pray with people who are absent over 
the phone. We can encourage and share uplifting conversation. We can send more cards. That is always our call 
as the body of Christ. 

 
If you are in a high-risk group and are afraid about going to the grocery store… contact your church 

family. We will arrange to drop off groceries, etc. for people who are not able to safely run errands themselves or 
afford delivery services and do not have family members who can help. About 200 years after Christ rose from 
the dead, the early church father, Tertullian, quoted pagans who were astonished by the ways Christians cared 
for one another with ACTIONS, not just thoughts and words. “See how they love one another!” he heard the 
pagans say and they were drawn to the Christian community by that love in action. The coronavirus presents an 
opportunity to love one another in a way that makes a difference. Let us be that loving community.  

    
   In Christ’s Love, 

    Pastor Diane  
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We are an Open and Affirming Church. We welcome all into the full life and ministries of 
the church irrespective of race, gender, age, creed, sexual orientation, gender identity 

and expression, socio-economic status, and mental and physical disabilities.  We 
celebrate the image of God in every person. 

 

Our mission is to do justice, seek peace, and love all as Christ loves. 

Sunday Worship Service at 10:00 a.m.  
Youth Sunday School at 10:00 a.m. 
service  (Nursery available) 

 

Communion is celebrated every Sunday 
Bible Study Sunday 9:00 a.m.  

Conference Room in Community Hall 

Prayer Group Tuesday 4:00-5:00 p.m.  
Pastor’s Office  
 

EASTER SERVICES: 
Maundy Thursday Service & Potluck Supper 
—6:00pm Community Hall 
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         By Pastor Diane Langworthy 
 
Ash Wednesday Eve was an invitation to center ourselves for the season of Lent. During Lent we 

journey through 40 days, recalling Christ’s walk to the cross. Christ was aware that He would be dying for 
us. He tried telling His disciples what was coming and about the hope ahead in resurrection, but they would 
not listen. They refused to look where He was pointing. Even at Gethsemane, just before he was arrested, 
Jesus asked them to stay awake with Him while He was pouring out His heart in prayer. But they nodded 
off. Lent is an opportunity for us to avoid nodding off.  

 
The call of this season is to become more alert to God’s nudges in our hearts and the movement of 

God’s Spirit in and through our world and fellow humans. There are many ways to take a Lenten journey. 
Fasting is a tried and true devotional aid. There is nothing like one’s stomach to call attention to something. 
If we choose periods when we will not eat at all, or when we will give up something that has become habit, 
we can trust our stomachs and/or our habits to send up red flags… “Hello! Attention!” We can use those red 
flags as bright reminders to pray, to turn and re-turn to the Holy Spirit for guidance. Christians through the 
ages have found this technique helpful for centering the soul. 

 
In our culture it has become quite popular to say, “Don’t give something up, ADD something!” I am 

always suspicious of the impulse to add in our more and more consumer culture. More, as our poor planet 
earth is trying to tell us, is NOT always better. One suggestion, in lieu of fasting or in addition to it, is to 
slow down, do less. Listen carefully to your own life and see what brings you joy. It is in our times of joy 
that God’s word for our lives can be most clearly heard, if we will only slow down enough to listen. Short 
prayers of thanks… whenever joy and gratitude bubble up can strengthen our understanding of God’s 
presence.  

 
Another suggestion is to focus on the most annoying people (or if this is just too hard, try ONE 

annoying person). Ask God what you might do to bring them a note of hope or joy. Pray for them and try for 
empathy about what might be challenging their joy. God speaks strongly when we care for the cranky! If 
your annoying person is not cranky, maybe too loud, too enthusiastic, too disorganized, too organized… too 
whatever… ask God to show you how you can improve in that area yourself… or even how you might be 
going too far overboard in the opposite direction. The folks who rub us the wrong way, often offer insights 
(if we will listen more deeply) about how we can become people who are easier to get along with! And 
difficult people (like you and me!) always benefit from the prayers of others. 

 
The amazing thing about making quiet time to read Scripture and to pray is that God shows up! God 

does speak to us through Scripture, ESPECIALLY through the “What the heck??!!!” passages that we don’t 
understand. Those golden passages are invitations to look and listen more deeply! Our questions are a giant 
blessing to our faith. Never hide from your questions. Someone has wisely said that we don’t pray until God 
hears us (because God always hears us). We pray until we hear God. 

 
This Lenten season let’s find a gentle slowing down way where we can finally catch up to God’s call 

in our lives.  
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DATE/TIME EVENT WHERE 

Mon, Mar 9th, 9:00am Men’s Breakfast Mom’s on US 1, S. 
Dixie Freeway 

Sun, Mar 22nd 

(4:00– 6:00p) 
Fish Fry Dinner—$12 

(Fried or Baked) Takeout available 
Community Hall 

 

Every Mon, 4:00pm Colors of Hunger Feeding Ministry Community Hall 

Every Wed, 6:00pm Surf’s Edge Ministry Community Hall 

DATE/TIME EVENT WHERE 

Tue, Mar 3rd, 3:00p Worship Committee Community 
Hall 

Sat, Mar 7th, 10:00a Membership Conference 
Room 

Sun, Mar 8th, 11:30a 
(During coffee hour) 

Hospitality Committee Conference 
Room 

Mon, Mar 9th, 11:00a Finance Committee Finance 
Office 

Mon, Mar 9th, 4:30p Council Meeting Conference 
Room 

   

 Property/Grounds Committee  
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Date Volunteer 

Mar 8th Gladys Starkey 

Mar 15th Louise Lentz 

Mar 22nd Teen Sunday 

Mar 29th  Debby Hughes 

Apr   5th Louise Lentz 

Apr 12th Gerie Spencer 

Apr 19th Teen Sunday 

Apr 26th  Anna Haskins 

Consider volunteering to read the scriptures that are shared on Sunday and serve 
communion. If you are interested please contact  Diane Williams or Roc Williams,  

Chairs of the Worship Committee, or Pastor Diane for more information. 

March 
 
03/04 Dave LeBlanc 
 Ron Langworthy 
03/08 Loren Harmon 
03/12 Gail Besaw 
03/22 Wynn Davies 
03/26 Frances Baker 
03/28 Char Tyler 

 
We have a new official logo! 
 
 
 
Please use this as our official “brand” on all advertising and promotion 
materials.  Contact the office for .jpeg and .png formats.   
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  January  February 
    

Income  21,207 21,449 
    

Expense  18,517 17,282 
    

Balance  2,690 4,167 
    

Jan: A few annual tithe payments helped the income 
but our quarterly property insurance bill increased the 
expenses.  We did have a good month and stayed out of 
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COUNCIL 
O 
R 
N 
E 
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Council Meeting Minutes Summary 

January 8, 2020 

 ATTENDEES: 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pastor Diane called the meeting to order at 4:30 pm.  Pastor opened the meeting with prayer.  Due to Ronnie being 
absent recovering from recent surgery, Bill Peterson took the meeting minutes notes. 
 
Pastor Report 
Diane reported that she will be meeting with 3 people this week who are interested in becoming members.  There 
were a lot of visitors in the church on the 20

th
 including several who came after talking with church members who 

manned the booth as the Chamber of Commerce Home Show booth on Canal Street.  Feedback from the home 
show was very positive both from comments on Facebook and in person.  The teens from the Surf’s Edge/Teens in 
Action groups did an outstanding job talking with people about their team and the support and help it offers to 
teens in our community.   
 
Membership Report 
Doreen reported that the kickoff for the “Hear a Call” effort will be on Sunday January 26

th
.  This is a forum where 

each team that makes up the Church Council has an opportunity to share with the congregation about what the 
team does and what others can do to help and get more involved with the operations of our church.  Each Sunday 
there will be a team in the Community Hall during Fellowship Hour presenting and discussing their roles and 
responsibilities and contributions to our congregation.   
 
The schedule for the next few Sundays is as follows: 

 
 
Moderator report 
Sammie asked if the council wanted to have an offsite retreat like we held last year to provide a forum of 
discussing topics related to the church and how we can work on them together.  The decision was unanimous to 
hold a retreat on a Monday sometime after Easter.  Exact date will be determined later.  The annual church 
congregation meeting will be held on Sunday February 2

nd
 immediately following services in the sanctuary.  The 

primary intent of the meeting is to present and vote on the 2020 budget.  Copies of the budget will be supplied to 
church members during the service.   The Policies and Procedures document is being updated.  Ronnie and 
Debbie will send out the template for each team to complete.  This information will be used to help define what 
each team does and is responsible for along with providing a guide to future team members. 

February 2 – Finance March 1 – Sunday School April 5 – Gifts of Love 

February 9 – Thrift Store March 8 – Hospitality   

February 16 – Property March 15 – Outreach   

February 23 – Surf’s Edge March 22 – Worship   

  March 29 – Vacation Bible School   

Moderator Pastor Vice Moderator Secretary 

Sammie Hartwell Diane Langworthy Debby Hughes Ronnie Sciullo 
(absent) 

        

Christian Education Finance Hospitality Membership 

Alice Lewis Tom Besaw Bill Peterson Doreen Massin 

 Hal Francis Dave LeBlanc   

        

Outreach Property  Thrift Store Worship 
John Buchanan George Smith Frances Baker  Diane Williams 

Donnie Coleman Carolyn Cote    Roc Williams 
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COUNCIL 
O 
R 
N 
E 
R 

 
 

January 10, 2020 Minutes Continued 
 
Hospitality Report 
We will be having monthly fund raising dinners each month between November and May to help raise funds 
for both the church and Colors of Hunger.  Upcoming events include the following: 

 Sunday February 16 – Valentine’s Dinner 
Saturday March 22 – Fish Fry 
Sunday March 29 – Pot Luck during Fellowship Hour 
Saturday April 18

th
 (tentative) – Dinner under the Oaks 

June – Church Picnic/Celebration of completion of Vacation Bible School (date determined by VBS date) 
Details of each event will be provided and announced during the announcements made prior to Sunday 
services.  Sign-up sheets for weekly help and donations have been placed in the church narthex.    
 
Finance Report 
Tom and Hal presented the table of Tithes/Loose Offering/Attendance report comparing years 2017 through 
2019.  They also presented the 2019 Summary and 2020 Proposed Budgets showing both the budget and 
actual information for 2019 and the planned 2020 budget.  This information will be presented to the 
congregation on February 2

nd
 during the annual meeting.    Dave LeBlanc is working with Tom and Hal to 

determine if the cost for either the Insurance or Mortgage can be reduced by refinancing or obtaining a new 
insurance provider.  The overall budget that will be presented has a shortfall of approximately $9,600.  The 
budget for 2019 had a shortfall of slightly over $12,000 but due to lower actual costs we did not have to 
utilize some of the reserve funds to cover the shortfall in 2019.  We are hoping for a similar situation in 
2020. 
 
Thrift Shop 
Frances reported that she held a two day Customer Appreciation sale early in January that resulted in sales 
of approximately $1200!  The customer email list continues to grow and is now slightly over 300 names.  
Recently she and Ronnie performed a google search assessment of the searches for churches and 
approximately 50% of those searches are from people interested in church thrift shops.  There was a break-
in of the Thrift Shop on New Year’s Eve.  Approximately $200 in cash was taken but no vandalism was 
performed.  An anonymous church member was able to repair the broken window at no cost to the church. 
 
Outreach 
Colors of Hunger has added an additional congregation; First Presbyterian Church to the Monday evening 
dinner.  They are working with the Allen Chapel African Methodist Episcopal church to also participate with 
Colors of Hunger.  In addition to the Monday evening dinners, lunches on Thursday will begin in February.  
John and Donnie continue to work with other food programs in the area to help ensure that at least one 
meal per day is available to those in need.  John and Donnie are coordinating with Bill and Dave on the 
monthly fund raisers.   
 
Other Business 
A truck that was donated to the church has been sold to a church family in need.  This benefits both the 
church and the family.  A suggestion was made to request that anyone with a vehicle they no longer need 
be donated to the church.  That suggestion was accepted and will be included in the announcements and 
church bulletin.   
 
Everyone was reminded to update the church calendar on the church web site with any pertinent meeting 
date/time information. 
 
A suggestion was made to restart the “Tables of 8” dinner gatherings.  Discussion was that this provides an 
opportunity for outreach along with socialization of church members who may not have other social events 
to attend.  Pastor Diane will work with John and Alice to rekindle this outreach opportunity. 
 
Next Meeting 
The next Church Council meeting will be held on Monday February 10

th
 in the Conference room beginning 

at 4:30 pm. 
 
Pastor Diane held a concluding prayer and the meeting adjourned at 6:03 pm. 
 

Minutes respectfully submitted by Bill Peterson 
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Council Meeting Minutes Summary 

February 10, 2020 
 ATTENDEES: 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sammie called the meeting to order at 4:30 pm.  Pastor opened the meeting with prayer.  Sammie asked for a motion to 
forego reading of the minutes (Baker/Williams).  The minutes were approved unanimously.  Ronnie thanked Bill for his 
assistance taking minutes when she was absent. 
Pastor Report 
No Report. 
Moderator report 
Sammie wants to discuss mechanisms for effectively managing and communicating the 6 outreach ministries supported in 
conjunction with the UCC FL Conference and CWS.  This topic will be deferred until the offsite in April. 
Vice Moderator report 
Debby Hughes presented an organizational diagram of the church and the purpose and function of each committee.  
These represent an overview of our church model.  Additionally, she provided a template to each committee chair 
requesting specific information regarding how the committee operates.  Each committee chair was asked to complete the 
template and return it to Debby.  Vacation Bible School will be held June 11, 12, 13 and 14. 
Finance Report 
Tom and Hal presented the table of Tithes/Loose Offering/Attendance report with January data and the P&L for the month 
of January.  There were no extraordinary items this month.  Dave Leblanc is still pursuing quotes on insurance and 
refinancing our mortgage.  Hal revisited the topic of moving some reserve funds to a more lucrative investment vehicle.  
He proposed we move it to a bond fund that has historically yielded 6-8%.  Additionally, measures will be taken to 
minimize loss of principal.  Motion was made (Sciullo/Williams) and a vote taken to unanimously agree to  make the 
investment of $30,000 in the proposed bond fund.   
Membership Report 
As a result of the “Hear A Call” program, membership picked up four new members – Gail Besaw, Linda Rodgers, Sharon 
White and Sabrina Conroy.    
Hospitality Report 
Bill reported that the Valentine’s Dinner brought in close to $900 after expenses.  The feedback from several attendees 
was extremely positive.  Upcoming events are: 

Saturday March 22 – Fish Fry 
Sunday March 29 – Pot Luck during Fellowship Hour 
Saturday April 26

th 
– Dinner under the Oaks 

June 14
th
  – Church Picnic/Celebration of completion of Vacation Bible School  

Details of each event will be provided and announced during the announcements made prior to Sunday services.   
Thrift Shop 
Frances reported that since the January $1 sale, it seems traffic has improved in the store.  Most every day in the month of 
January had sales of $300 or better.   
Next Meeting 
The next Church Council meeting will be held on Monday March 10

th
 in the Conference room beginning at 4:30 pm. 

Pastor Diane held a concluding prayer and the meeting adjourned at 6:10 pm. 
 

Minutes respectfully submitted by Ronnie Sciullo 

Moderator Pastor Vice Moderator Secretary 

Sammie Hartwell Diane Langworthy Debby Hughes Ronnie Sciullo 

        

Christian Education Finance Hospitality Membership 
Alice Lewis (absent) Tom Besaw Bill Peterson Doreen Massin 

  Hal Francis Dave LeBlanc (absent)   

        

Outreach Property Thrift Store Worship 
John Buchanan George Smith (absent) Frances Baker Diane Williams 

Donnie Coleman Carolyn Cote (absent)   Roc Williams 



The United Voice, March 2020, Vol 20 Iss 2 

 
 
 
 

          
         By Karen Dreggors & Pam Hopper 
 

Great news this year! Neil Watkins, from the Florida Conference, has arranged for us to 

have a UCC mission trip to Montgomery, Alabama from June 13th to June 19th, 2020!  

While we have had many mission trips through Team Effort, a nondenominational 

Christian group, we are VERY excited about this year where our youth will get to interact 

and make friends with other UCC teens. The tentative plans include our arriving at an 

Orlando area UCC Church, where we will spend two nights. Our first full day, we will be 

learning about sustainable gardening, while actually doing eight hours of work. We will 

be staying at a local UCC Church, so the teens will bring sleeping bags and Pam and I will 

need blow up mattresses. We want the teens to be able to bond with the other UCC 

teens. When we return from our work detail, we will be having devotionals with the 

entire group and then, separately with our own Teens in Action. 

 

After working, worshiping and bonding with the other teens and their leaders, we will be 

leaving in a chartered bus for Montgomery, Alabama. We will be staying at a local motel 

there. Neil plans on our teens getting some intensive learning about the Peace and 

Justice focusing on the civil rights movement. They are too young to know what a 

difficult period this was in our country’s history. This will include the Rosa Parks Museum 

and a lynching memorial which really moved Neal. The teens will learn about the 

Freedom Riders of the early 60s and how important they were to our civil rights 

movement. The Freedom Riders were college students who were bused to the 

demonstration sites, while trying to avoid racist injustice. 

 

We will also be having dinner at local UCC churches in Montgomery. There will be 

debriefings in the evenings, due to the serious nature of what the teens will be learning 

and then our nightly devotionals with our separate groups.  

We will return to Orlando, where those who want to, will hopefully be able to go to 

Disney World.  I’m pretty sure I will be ready to come home.  Ha! Ha! 

Each teen will need approximately $250.00 for the trip, which is less than we have been 

needing at Team Effort. Our teens are very excited about this, as are Pam and I. For 

most of them, this will be their first mission trip! We will have more concrete details, as 

Neil sets the reservations, etc.  

 

This is much more economical then Team Effort and I sincerely believe it will be a 

wonderful, learning and bonding experience for all who can come. As an alumni of our 

Congregational Church Youth Group, I can tell you that I learned so much for my two 

summers at our Florida state camp. This was in the early 60s!!!  Besides making friends 

with other teens, who believe as we do, my love of Bible reading was learned at my first 

week at Lake Byrd Lodge, in Avon Park, Florida where we had nightly devotionals, then 

separate Bible reading time.  
 

13 

Teens In Action Message continued… 
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Teens In Action Message continued… 

 
 
We had a fundraiser Saturday, the 22nd, where the teens parked cars for donations during 

the Art Fiesta downtown. I don’t have a final total, but I know it was more than 

$u800.00!!! There will be more details as we get them and, as always, we can not thank 

our church family for your loving support of our youth. It means so much to all of us. We 

have been blessed with some members of our Surfs’ Edge group coming to youth group 

also and we couldn’t be happier. 

 

Bobby’s sister Donna has also made us baskets, which we are selling tickets for and that 

will also help us. We will also be having bake sales on TEEN Sundays. We weren’t able to 

go on a mission trip last year and things are really looking up for this year. Thank you all 

for all you do for our teens!  
 

           

14 

Thanks to all of you who volunteered to help out in 
the office.  We have two folks who have offered to 

do 2-3 hours one day a week and a couple more of you 
who said you’d be available for special projects.  Your 

willingness to help is greatly appreciated. 
 
 

Ronnie 
Office Manager 
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We are off to a great start this year regarding FUND RAISING events! 
 
Our first Valentine’s Dinner was a wonderful evening.  We raised almost $900 and everyone 
who attended had a wonderful time and enjoyed a delicious meal.  Donnie and John did it 
again with a choice of two entrees – Salmon or Beef,  unexpected and delicious appetizers and 
crème brulee for dessert that was just awesome.  After dinner dancing was a nice follow on to 
a very enjoyable evening.  We definitely plan on doing this again next year. 
 
Our next event will be a Fish Fry on Sunday March 22nd from 4 to 6 pm.  Tickets are on sale 
now and are $12 per person.  The portion size is huge and enough to feed two children.  We 
will be offering both fried and broiled fish, baked potato, coleslaw, dinner roll.  Dessert will be 
included along with either Iced Tea or Lemonade (or water).  Please help support this FUND 
RAISER – all proceeds go to ensuring supporting the financial health of our church. Tickets may 
be purchased in the Thrift Store during operating hours or you can reach out to Bill Peterson or 
Dave LeBlanc for tickets. 
 
On Sunday April 26th from 6 to 9 pm, we will hold our second annual “Dinner Under the 
Oaks” dining experience.  Normally the proceeds from this event would all go towards the 
“Colors of Hunger” to help with that program which feeds the needy but this year John and 
Donnie have graciously offered to split the proceeds between Colors of Hunger and our church.  
Please help support this FUND RAISER that allows us to help those less fortunate.  Tickets are 
$25 per person with a limit of 125.  Live entertainment will be provided.  Tickets will go on 
sale soon and be available from Donnie Coleman, John Buchanan, Bill Peterson, or Dave 
LeBlanc. 
 
And, as we continue to plan for the future, we will be combining the celebration of Vacation 
Bible School and a Church Picnic into a single event on Sunday June 14th.  Details are still in 
work but please save the date.   
We will be holding monthly fund raising dinners again starting in October.  If you have any 
ideas for a “theme” such as barbeque, spaghetti, specific culture or any other idea please let 
us know.    
 
Our next Hospitality Committee meeting will be Sunday, March 8th following worship.  We need 
volunteers to help with Hospitality Hour.  Any help you can provide, even if it’s just one week 
or a food donation is greatly appreciated.   

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

By Dave LeBlanc  &   Bill Peterson 

Love Knows No Limits...Thank you Norajane! 
 

 

We want to give a HUGE thanks to Norajane 
Gillespie for the generous gift she gave of 
children's crafts for the Sunday school class.  

She donated 30 different complete craft 
kits.  Enough for every child to do each one. 

By Alice Lewis 
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Attendees: Doreen Massin, Sammie Harwell, Donna Lambert, Sharon White, Pastor Diane 

 

Absent: Gail Besaw, Linda Rodgers, Liz Incardone, Sabrina Conroy 

 

Membership Tasks:  Committee reviewed status of various tasks including Welcome Bags, 

Visitation, Transportation, etc.  Sharon suggested adding additional information regarding 

activities so that new members & visitors knew details & location of events on bulletins and 

Newsletters. 

 

“What would you give for a Church like this” Brochure:  Committee agreed that this 

booklet should be placed in Visitor Bags, in Narthex and elements on the Website as 

appropriate. 

 

New Member Packet Materials 

Sammie, Doreen, Ronnie & Pastor will review and up-date the Bio Directory upon receipt of 

Bio Directory from Ronnie. 

 
Status of Events: 

  Zumbathon Fund Raiser to be scheduled in Fall – Liz 

 “Hear A Call” is on-going with “Gifts of Love” presenting in early April 

 Alice Ott Readers is scheduled for March 21 at 4:30pm in the Sanctuary 

 Mary Cuchetti Concert Fund Raiser - Doreen will contact Mary for her availability.  

It was agreed to give Mary a monetary compensation. 

 Tables of 8 (John & Donny/Alice spearheading) Pastor Diane will follow-up with 

John, Donny & Alice to organize groups.  Sammie suggested organization by interest 

such as book club, music events, hobby, etc.  

 
 “Calling Tree” - David Le Blanc offered setting up a calling tree for church members for 

emergencies and ability to content quickly to members. 

 

Next Meeting:  Scheduled April 11 at 10 am in Community Hall/Conference Room 
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PRAYERS FOR PEACE AND HEALING 
People who are touched by illness, deaths, hospitalizations and shut-ins. 

 ADDRESS PHONE  

Cindy Carlin 
1310 Palmetto St. 
New Smyrna Beach, FL  
   32168  

386-320-2804 Fighting Cancer 

Carolyn Cote 
822 S. Myrtle Ave 
New Smyrna Beach, FL 
   32168 

386-747-8316 
Severe 

Diverticulitis 

Germaine 
Lambert 

2031 Porto Blvd 
New Smyrna Beach, FL 
   32168 

  

Debbie Smith 

Port Orange Rehab Ctr, 
Rm 171 
5600 Victoria Gardens Blvd 
Port Orange, FL 32128 

 Nursing Home 

Roc Williams 
1283 Valley Forge Dr 
Daytona Beach, FL 32119 

  Knee Replacement 

 United Church of Christ New Smyrna Beach  
203 Washington Street     

New Smyrna Beach, Florida  32168-7042 
 

Our Website: www.uccnsb.org    Email:  newsmyrnabeachucc@gmail.com    Church Office:  (386) 428-2352 
 

Our Pastor: Rev. Dr. Diane Langworthy    ●    Cell: 386-847-0883    ●    Email:  mytoadhill@hotmail.com 
 

Need to contact us?   
         We are the... 
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CARING FOR EACH OTHER                                                                         
 

CARD MINISTRY—To request a get well, sympathy or thinking of 
you card be sent contact Gerie Spencer at 386-423-4143. 
  
NEED TRANSPORTATION ASSISTANCE? Contact Doreen 
Massin at 347-556-8661. 
 
HAVE A SPECIAL PRAYER REQUEST? Contact Gerie Spencer at 
386-423-4143 to get your request on the UCC Prayer Chain. 
 
WANT TO MAKE A MONETARY GIFT TO THE CHURCH? - 
contact Tom Besaw or Hal Francis.  
 
CONTACT THE PASTOR and/or the CHURCH OFFICE - 

To inform the church about an illness, surgery, or 
hospitalization, contact Pastor Diane on her cell (386) 847-
0883 or the Church Office at (386) 428-2352. 
 
To receive home-bound communion or pastoral visit, 
contact Pastor Diane on her cell (386) 847-0883 or the 
Church Office at (386) 428-2352. 
 
To arrange for a baptism, wedding ceremony, renewal of 
vows, or memorials, contact Pastor Diane on her cell (386) 
847-0883 or the Church Office at (386) 428-2352. 
 

Pastor Contact Info: 

 Rev. Dr. Diane Langworthy   
 Cell: (386) 847-0883 
 Email: mytoadhill@hotmail.com 
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SUBMISSIONS FOR THE VOICE 
 

Please submit your articles for our next issue 
ON or BEFORE MARCH 28, 2020  

via email to newsmyrnabeachucc@gmail.com 
 

FILE ATTACHMENTS, POSTERS must be in  
Word (.doc) or PDF (.pdf) format. 

We can also copy & paste from the body of an email. 
 

All inquiries should be directed to newsmyrnabeachucc@gmail.com 
 


